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> hands, (may He be pleaſed to grant His bleſſing 


T Lo e 
r [7:05 
draw you from thoſe errors. I can by no 
means think of giving ydur ſect up in general,” 
as obſtinate and inconyincible. Many of you, 
I ſuppoſe, have been deluded for want of cau- 
tion and proper enquiry; and fuch at leaſt, 
if not thoſe alſo, whom youthful paſſions have 
prejudiced againſt a doctrine, that reſtrains 
them, may, I hope, be recovered, if they will 
only be ſa, juſt to themſelves, as to attend 

with that ſeriouſneſs; which the ſubject re- 
quires, to the conſiderations and counſels, 
which will here be offered NM y deſign is 
to bring together in one ſhort view, ſeveral of 
| the moſt weighty and affecting and uſeful argu- 
ments for our religion, and to apply them to 


your reaſon and conſcience in the ſpirit of love 


and meekneſs. And the only motive of this 
"adirefd 1 is that real concern of heart, which every 
-good chriſtian muſt feel at the view of ſo many 
| inſtances of unguarded perſons falling away from 
the faith of the goſpel; and an hearty deſire and 
humble hope of being an .inſtrument in God's 


i 1 / and. ſucceſs). of reſtoring to you the only ſure 


foundation for peace of mn nt as 
happineſs in the next. f 

In an age of light and knowlege, widen. eu- 

quiry has been ſo much countenanced and en- 

oouraged; when the s of our religion 


and the grounds of our faith have undergone the 
Ariceſt examination; and when ſo many trea- 


* 
1 - 


- 
— 
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tifes to prove its. truth and anſwer objectiom 1 


 aifiſt it, have been publiſhed by the ableſt of 
its profeſſors ; it may appear at firſt ſurprizings 


that any perſon brought up in the belief of chri- | 


' ſtianity, ſhould, if this be true, be aſham d of it; 


or that mere ſophiſtry, even with ridicule to heilꝰ 


it, ſhould be able to do that now, which no 
' terrors or perſecutions could do formerly, But» 
when we take all circumſtances into our'thoughts, 
this is really not to be wondered at. This is 
no conſequence of free enquiry. In every ages 
many have been abſe to give reaſons for their 
faith, which nothing can ſhake. And 
haye been petverted by ſcorn, which will ofts 
move thoſe whom terror cannot. Nay ſophiſ=, 
try, how contemptible ſoever, hath e, 
greater weight than ſound a | 
that are biaſſed and prepoſſeſſed. And ev 2 
prejudices have contributed to produce this apoſta« 
ſy, which you boaſt of, and we-lunent, wy " 
ſhewn hereafter, © 


At preſent, let me only beg you to remem 


ber, that this very circumſtance, Was fr | 


foretold by the Apoſtles' of dur Lord, as What 
would certainly in the latter days, (2 Pet 
iii, 3. Jude xvili. 1 Tim. iv. 1.) and furel 
then you cannot but reſſect, that you ure now 
 ignorantly fulfilling theſe predictians, and conſe- 
quently proving the veracity and » authority of 


. theſe firſt teachers of the goſpel, thus enlightened 
B 2 _ a 


of 


1 
17 
4 


1 


4x T4 
* U 
e 

1 

5 

* 


and what I muſt warmly and affectionately call 
upon you to review and retract. 
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dee knowlege of furuxir by . Hay Sp 
of God. 


I am very C-nlible, that n who doubt or 
diſbelieve the chriſtian revelation, are yet far 


from being in one and the ſame way of think- 
ing; and hence I foxeſee a difficulty in uſing, ſuch 
reaſonings as are applicable to you all. Some 


have gone vaſtly farther in unbelief than others. 
And as in truth this is not a conſiſtent ſcheme, 
ſome points advanced to promote it, have been 


abſolutely contradictory to others. I will not ſup- 


Poſe you in particular ſo fardegenerated, as to deny 
the exiſtence, the attributes, the authority, or tbe 
Providence of God Almighty. Theſe -are all 
points to be preſumed in this letter, which is ad- 


ureſſed to a deiſt, a title, which. implies the be- 
ſief of theſe great truths, as well as the other 


articles of natural religion. You would re- 


ent any charge or ſuſpicion of being a deſigned 


enemy to this, and would be underſtood to in- 


tend all your objections and oppoſition to the 
neceſſuty, or to the evidence, of any farther, reve» 


lation from heaven. This, I apprehend, is your 


declared tenet: And indeed this is ls wg 


Here then I take my ſtand 1 6 
Remember, that as a reaſonable, you are an ac- 


<ounale, cue bound o aden your tri 


det, 


* | 15 g 
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tereſt, which muſt ever conſiſt in adhering 0 
truth and virtue; that every wilful deviation 
from theſe, will expoſe you to God's indigna- © 
tion and puniſhment ; that He has given you | 
a natural conſcience, which cannot but convince 
you of the eſſential differences between truth and 
falſehood, right and wrong, good and evil; and 
prepare you to look forwards with hopes or frars 
towards a future judgment, and another ſtate of 
final rewards and puniſhments z and. that He re- = 
quires of you to act up to this light of your ' 
minds, and under a conſtant ſenſe of theſe 
and to pay Him that tribute of worſhip and 
vice, which is due to Him as you Su 
Creator and Preſerver, . 

If you deny any of theſe points, you cling) 13 
juſtly call your ſelf a deiſt, nor pretend to be 
a friend to the religion of nature; you are then 
debaſing your own dignity, and levelling your 
ſelf with the beaſts of the earth, living much 
like them here, and having no higher views than 
they hereafter ; at the ſame time you are openly 
and directly weakening the obligations of civil 
taws, and diſturbing the peace and welfare of 
all civil government, and ſpreading licentiouſ- 
neſs, confuſion, and miſery through the world. 

But if you really hold and maintain the points 
abovementioned, and with the perſuaſion of them 
general, then I beſeech you next to conſider, 

e ___— whathel 


* 


e ) 

whether any ſcheme can ſo well ſecure and 907 
mote ſuch à perſuaſion, together with all the 
happy conſequences of it, as the goſpel of our 
Saviour? And if chriſtianity be moſt conducive 
to this purpoſe, whether you ought not even 
on this account to entertain fentiments in its \ 
favour? | 

To aſſiſt you in this i important 2 Wan 
be the ſubjet of my next letter. In the mean 
time, this will ſerve to ſhew you my views and | 
intentions in this correſpondence z which J hope 
you will conſider, as proceeding from the com- 


pathon ; and good- will of, | 
Sir, 
| Your finoere friend and fervant . 


LETTER It. 


Dear Sir, 
Ithout any farther n 1 thafft 
NT” to conſider the point ſtated in 


my laſt. 

It is the very loweſt comihendation to ſay, 
that no article of natural religion, no one vintue, 
is omitted or neglected in the chriſtian, It is 
but common, juſtice to ſay farther, that here they 
are all, be taught and inculcated. Without 


ſome inſtruction, the generality of men could, 
* * E 2 


* wo. 5 
a | 


or at leaſt would, kriow Tittle ef them: WIithodt 
ſome inftruQion from heaven, probably not the 
wiſeſt men could have known them all clearly: 


Several of the wiſeft among the henthens werg | 
certainly doubtful, if not ignorant, of many, 
| which now appear to be of the very laſt con- 


ſequence. A 6a aft» 
Let me beg yau to ſtop alittle here. Do you net 
ſce a plain and diſtinguiſhing excellence of divine 


revelation, which is itfelf a preſumption of its - 


truth? hut in another reſpe& alſo, t muſt 
have the preference. What it teaches, it teaches 


as the dire and expreſs law and command of 
| God, conſequently muſt come with the higheſt | 
authority, and have, when attended to, great g 


weight and influence on the conſcience, ſuffici, 
ent to over-rule any temptation to the contrary, 
Whereas the beſt inſtructions of mere moraliſts, 
are to be conſidered as their advices and opinions 
only; what we may think our elves at liberty 
to comply with or reject, as we ſhould pleaſe ; 
however, what we have no ſtronger than pru- 
dential reaſons of this life to oblige us to follow, 
And even ſuppoſing the ſanctions of divine au- 


thority ſuperadded, ſo far as reaſon can fuperadd 


them, which yet was done by few or none of the 
old philoſophers ; till neither will theſe ſane- 


tions be near F believed, nor. the points - 


of practice, to which they ate” annexed, near 


ſo fully and undeniably aſcertained, without a 
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formal decl aration from beaven recorded and 


perpetuated in writing, as they may by the means 
of it And if fo, I may leave you yourſelf 


to determine, which of theſe two methods is 
moſt likely to reform the world ? | 

It is therefore evidently the intereſt of natural re- 
ligion, that the chriſtian ſhould be ſupported. In 
truth, this is built upon that, and has much explain- 


ed and improvedit. I he moral law never ſubſiſted 


in ſo full extent, and in ſuch perfection, as it 
appears in the goſpel of Cbriſt. 

If therefore you imagine the patrons of revelati- 

on any enemies to morality, you are under a miſ- 


take. We cannot indeed anſwer for every in- 


judicious enthuſiaſt, who may have idly repre- 


ſented theſe as at variance. But no ſober and 
judicious chriſtian can follow them i in ſuch an 


error—However, as we allow the neceſſity of mo- 
rality, fo far as it goes; ſo we cannot think it alone 
ſufficient to anſwer all the wants of mankind, or 
| ; to. preſerve that peace and ſatisfaction of ſoul, 
which every wiſe man mult in the firſt play 


ſieek after. 


This is a point, in which you greatly differ 


from us. But pray conſider, beſore you haſtily ; 
decide it, the preſent ſtate of man, and the va- 
rious neceſſities he is ſubject to. Conſider, that he 
is a poor, weak, mortal, ſinſul creature, perform- 
ing not without reluctance ſome acts of his 
: e ever inclined to ſwerre from it, and too 


9 


(9) 
often tranſgreſſing againſt thelipht of winfori In 


Vou cannot be ignorant, that this is more or 
leſs the caſe of men. The heathens felt and ac- 
knowledged it, but were ever at a loſs to account 


for it. It was plain from experience, that en- 


ſon never did guide men to the attainment of | the 
true end of their being ſo -uniformly as nature 
and inſtinct does the brutes. And the origin of 
moral evil, with which natural is ſo. much con- 
naocted, was a. problem they could not ſolve. 
And I appeal to your ſelf, whether you can 
ſuppoſe, that man came original 


on of the chriſtian doctrine, that our nature is 
not in its primitive ſtate ? And therefore, without 


the help of Divine affiſtance to ſtrengthen it, 


what can ſuch frail and imperfect greatures hope 
to do, which can procure them any great favour 
or rewards from God? Nay indeed, as we have 
all acted much worſe, than, notwithſtanding 
our weakneſs, we might havedone; without 
ſome expreſs promiſes what ſecurity could we 


have from puniſhment? Had we then no fure 


hopes of aſſiſtance and pardon, who could ever 
be ſafe or eaſy? What due encouragement for 


our prayers or endeavours ? What ſupport againſt | 


the terrors of death? Could our reaſon unal- 
| | ſiſted 


ly out, of the | | 
hands of his Creator, thus prone and liable to 
ſin; and whether our preſent degeneracy and 

corruption is not a ſtrong proof and confirmati- 


; '(: 10 ) 
ſiſted then give ſuch ſure hopes? Not, unleſs ſhe 
could reconcile InfiniteJuſtice andMercy together, 
or pacify the indignation of Him, whe 15 of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. Here therefore,everyhope 
ve could receive on the one hand would be bal- 
lanced, would indeed be dreadfully overballanced, 
by our juſt fears on the other. In ſuch circum- 
Aances, what then could be done to relieve the 
' guilty helpleſs mind from the diſtractions of doubt 
- and deſpair ? His repentance and future obedience 
could no way atone for what is paſt, even were it 
perfect. But this it can never be. Ard therefore 
he muſt be fill farther from being certain of bav- 
ing his tranſgreſſions forgiven, and his weakneſs 
aſſiſted. F | 
Theſe things, my friend, appear to be un- 
deniable. And I think, you muſt on a review 
of them own this flate of nature, in which 
without the ſuppoſition of à revelation we muſt 
all remain, to be a moſt/uncomfortable and 
dreadful one, compared with that of revelation ; 
and that nothing can be ſo truly deſirable to ſuch 
frail and ſinful creatures, as the knowlege of 
an atonement made for our fins ; by virtue of 
which we enter into a new covenant with God, 
and have clear promiſes granted us of pardon and 
grace, of the acceptance of our prayers and ſin- 
cere endeavours, and of a title to glory and im- 
mortality. This, and this only, could difpel 


(wr). 

their doubts and fears, and make them go on 
with true comfort and pleaſure, | 

However, ſhould I grant you, that men entirely 
ignorant of any revelation, would entertain ſome 
hopes of aid and favour, eſpecially if they ſincerely 
walk according to the beſt light they have; yet 
theſe hopes would be far from being clear cer- 
tain and diſtin enough to be the ground of 
- ſufficient comfort and encouragement—And far- 
ther, how can you hope for the like mercy, 
who labour under no ſuch ignorance? You , 
have {till greater reaſon to be uneaſy, who have 
the means of knowing a revelation, and. yet 
reject it. 4 

Indeed, however man might wiſh for this freſh 
light, he could hardly have promiſed it to him- | 
ſelf, or entertain'd any well grounded afſuran-- 
ces of it. And yet, ſuch is the goodneſs of God, 


all this is plainly vouchſafed to us in the | 


| goſpel. And can you then deſpiſe it? Or think 

yourſelves ſelf-ſufficient ? Think, how well this 
religion ſupplies every want of our nature; and 
ſurely this one reflection will ſatisfy you, how 
greatly it is to be preſumed, that it comes from 
The All-gracious Author of -our nature, 

If you enquire into paſt hiſtory, you will find, 
how well the above accounts of things correſ- 
pond with fact and experience. This cannot 
but greatly confirm them, and ſhould induce you 
to pay the greater regard and attention to them. 


Though 


1 
Though, according to the ſcrigture account of 
things, there never was a time abſolutely with- 


out any revelation, yet 'tis certain that the leſs 
affiſtance the world has had from hence, the 
worſe their extravagances and errors have been. 
The religion of the ancient heathens, and indeed 


of the modern anes, is full of theſe. And yet 
one thing deſerves. your notice, viz. the uni- 
verſal cuſtom which prevailed of old of endea- 


vouring to. propitiate the Gods by bloody ſa- 
crifices.. You cannot diſpute this: But how 


can you account for it ? Could reaſon teach ſuch 
a. rite? Certainly not. It would rather, if any 
thing, have taught the contrary. The rite ſhews 


indeed the ſenſe men had of guilt, and: their fears 


of puniſhment. And ſure it tends to confirm 
the doctrine of revelation, which ſtrongly in- 
timates, that it was ordained of God ſoon 
after the fall of man, to preſerve the religion 
and expectations of the world, and to derive it's 
efficacy from what is prefigured, the Great Sa- 
crifice of the Lamb of God to be offered up in 
the fullneſs of time for the fins of it. If this be 
admitted, we can eaſily diſcern, that the cuſtom 
was derived down to. the ſeveral nations by 
tradition from their common anceſtors; and 
that, as a matter of the laſt conſequence to their 
comfort and virtue, it was in ſome ſort pre- 
ſerved amongſt them till the coming of Chriſt, 


But on any other ſuppoſition, you will find it 


impoſ- 


* 


(13) 
impoſſible to . give any ſatisfaftory explanation 
of this matter. 

If you pretend, that gratitude might at firſt 
have led men to offer to God the things which 
they ſet moſt valve upon, as a tribut due to Him; 
beſides, that you can have no proof that this 
is fact, it is eaſy to fee, that, however this might 
account for euehariſtieal facrifices of things ina- 
nirnate, or of dedicafing perſons to His more im- 
mediate ſervice; yet it cannot at all reach the 
caſe of thoſe, which we have now under our 
view, b/oody and propitiatory ones. It could 
never be the conſequence of a ſenſe of thank- 
| fulneſs to The Common Father of all, to torture 
and deſtroy, without any uſe, any of His Creas 
turgs.——And the ea lineſs and - univerſality of 
the cuſtom as effectually overthrow the ſuppoſi- 
tion, that it had no other riſe than from mere 

cruelty and ſuperſtition; though theſe at laſt 
too far mixed themſelves with it. 

' You will now, Sir, probably be defirons to be 
releaſed for the preſent : Which I ſhall do by af 


lud you, that I = 
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by conveying to us any freſh portion of light, 


6 
LETTER Il. 


Dear Sir, 


N the two. former letters, 3 we have, I truſt, 
AX proceeded on ſure grounds: You cannot but 
allow, if you well conſider them, that ſuch a re- 
velation as the Chriſtian is wanting and deſira- 
ble ;. that natural religion and morality are 
beſt taught in it; and that the wants of man- 
kind are thus moſt adequately anſwered and 
ſupplied, and the diſtreſſes, which fin had re- 
duced us to, removed in a manner moſt emi- 
nently conſiſtent with God's juſtice and good- 
neſs. That ſuch a revelation was poſſible for 
Him to make, you will not ſurely preſume to 
diſpute. This would be denying the power of 
your Creator, and ſuppoſing that He, who gave 
us all the faculty of communicating our thoughts 
to each other, cannot aſſiſt and direct our minds, 


when He pleaſes. 42 
Let us now take one ſtep farther. A revela- 


tion being allowed, is it moſt probable or fitting, 


that this would be granted to every individual per- 
ſon, or to- ſome only for the uſe and benefit of 
others? I dare ſay, you will own this laſt to be 
moſt ſuitable to the dignity of The Divine Ma- 
jeſty, and to the ordinary methods, which He 
bath provided for propagating other uſeful know- 


lege — 


(5) 
lege — Which then would beſt anſwer the en 
of preſerving it entire and uncorrupted, to 
leave it to be propagated by word of mouth, 
or to'commit it to writing ? Surely, for the ſame 
reaſon, this latter. It is thus all other laws and 
facts of importance are ſecured from oblivion, 
and tranſmitted down to ſucceeding ages. And 
it is thus we come at the knowlege of our reli- 
gion, which is contained in the bible, and which 
muſt be intitled to the belief of every ſerious and 
impartial man, unleſs there be ſome weakneſs in 
the proof and evidence of it, which would 
be ſufficient to overthrow the credit of any other 
book. 

And now, having prepared the way for our 
belief, and ſhewn our holy religion to be mot 
uſeful, much wanted, highly fu table to our na- 
ture, and granted in the very manner, in which 
a true revelation would moſt probably be made; 
all which are very ſtrong circumſtances in it 
favour; let me intreat you to conſider with all 
coolneſs and impartiality, the more direct and 
politive/ evidences. of it's truth. And here I 
muſt remind you of its internal excellency, and 
it's being the moſt perſe& ſcheme of dodrines 
and duties, which the world ever ſaw; of the 
clear account here given of the origin of the 
world, of the Being, Attributes, Unity, and Spi- 
ritual Nature of God Almighty, of the Immor- 
tality of the human ſoul, and of a future ſtate 
C2 | of 
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of rewards and puniſhments. I muſt alſo remind 
you of the purity of the Divine Law, and the 
perfect example of our Divine Lawgiver. All 
theſe things very powerfully recommend this 
Syſtem to your belief, and render it incredible, 
that what ſo compleatly contributes to the virtue 
and happineſs of the world, ſhould be a falſehood 


and. impoſture, 
Beſides, can any books be more ſully proved 


to be genuine, than the ſcriptures are? Or more 


'uncorrupt and faithfully tranſmitted? I know 
ſome have raiſed clamours on theſe heads, and 
endeavoured to throw ſuſpicions and doubts in 
your mind about them, But by conſulting the 
beſt authors on this ſubject, you may receive 
abundant ſatisfaction, and ſtill more, as your de- 
gree of learning qualifies you more for it, of the 
following points. That the books of ſcripture, 
which have the names of the authors prefixed, 
which is the caſe of by far the greater part, and 
of all the New Teſtament, one epiſtle excepted, 
were written by them—ttat all were written 
early enough, to be good evidence of what they 


relate—that the moſt confeſſedly ancient and ge- 


nuine of profane writers, though none are near 
fo ancient as ſome of the ſcriptures, have nothing 
like the fame atteſtations to their authority—and 
that ſuch of them, as have been leaſt depraved 
by tranſcribers, though none” haye been tran- 


ſcribed near ſo often, have not the ſame degree of 


purity, 


(17) 
purity, with which theſe in all points of moment 
are come down to our hands. For the varioug 
readings are not at all more, than in ſo great a 
number of copies and tranſlations muft be ex- 
peed. And when you conſider fo great a num- 
ber of copies and tranſlations made in ſo many 
Uifferent countries and ages, and particularly thoſe 
of the NewTeſtament, made in every age ſince it 
was written; and yet agreeing in every doc- 
trine, and almoſt in every material text; and 
where they diſagree in found, having either pre- 
ciſely the ſame ſenſe, or one nearly as good as 
the other; when you conſider all this, inſtead 
of being ſtaggered, you ought to be thankful: 
And theſe very variations, inſtead of weakening 
rather confirm the Chriſtian faith; as ſhewing a 
peculiar care of Providence over theſe writings, 
So that it is very idle to object the uncertainty 
of ſuch traditional conveyance of our religion; 
when, as we ſaw before, this is the beſt con- 
veyance it can have, and when it now appears 
to have been actually conveyed with the utmoſt 
certainty, 

And if theſe books are the genuine remains of 
Moſes, the Prophets, and Apoſtles; you are next 
to conſider, how far theſe authors are worthy of 
credit. And, if you are impartial, you muſt al- 
low, that they are every way as truly unex- 
ceptionable, as any poſſibly can be; that they did 
not diſcover the, leaſt ſign or quality of n 
tha 


(218 'Þ 
that they manifeſted their lagen in 92 bigbelt 
manner in which ſincerity can bemaniſcſted ; and 
that they treated of points, and recorded facts, 


you muſt either believe theſe, or you can believe 
no writings in the world. 


is ſhort ad clear, that our religion is true; that 
the authors of them were inſpired by God, and 
ſent by Him to preach His will to the world; that 
in proof of this they worked many important, 
open,undeniable miracles ; that, in particular, our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, after having performed 


the finger of God, and having ſubmitted to death 
on the croſs, on the third day roſe again; and 


ſorty days together, aſcended viſibly into heaven; 
that afterwards ſeveral ſigns and wonders were 
done in His name, and many converts made by 
the aſſiſtance of The Holy Spirit, Whom, accord- 
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to enable them ſpeedily to convert the world, 


I will now conclude with ſending every good 
wiſh, which can como from the n 1 


SIA. 
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And if theſe writings are true, the nee 


many works of this nature, which demonſtrated 


ing to His promiſe, He ſent upon His diſciples,. 


which they could not be deceived in. { So that 


after ſhewing Himſelf alive to great numbers, for 


Your very affeQionate Servant. 
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LETTER) Iv. 


Dh Sir 7 
SUFFER me now to fir your attention eſps- 
cially on the poiges mentioned in the cloſe of 
my laſt. Read over ſerioully the miracles re- 
corded in the Scriptyres, thoſe of the New 
"Teſtament particulaæly. Judge yourſelf; Could 
theſe be impoſitions on the ſenſes? Could they 
be the effect of any human ſkill, or art? Could 
they, indeed, be done without the aſſiſtance of Di- 
vine Power? And were they not therefore the ſeals 
and confirmation of the pretenſions of Chriſt and 
. His Apoſtles? And can, you have ſtronger evi- 
dence of the truth of what They taught ? 
If you ſay, in anſwer, that ſuch works might 
be done by magic, or the power of evil ſpirits, 
I muſt beg you to deal faithfully by yourſelf, 
and aſk you, do you really believe in ſuch powers? 
Ti not, as I am apt te think, this is no part of 
your cteed, give mo leave to ſay, that in a matter 
of this conſequence it is not right to urge any 
« thing merely to avoid an argument, or get rid of 
a difficulty, — If you do. believe ſuch powors az 
belonging to evil ſpirits, yet can you believe, that 
. - thoſe would lend their powers to deſtroy their 
kingdom, and to. eftabliſh ſuch a law as the 
; Chriſtian, a. law. uf truth and righteouſneſs? Or 
| can 


( 20 
can you believe, that God would not + refiedin | 
them by His own ſuperior power, from thus un- 
avoidably impoſing upen the world, or that He 
would not, in ſuch caſe, oppoſe and controul their 
works by more and greater done by Himſelf? 

As nothing of this nature happened with regard 
to the miracles of the goſpel, we may be ſure that 
the devil had no concern or ſhare in them. _ © 

Conſider then, how you can reaſonably reject 
a revelation, which is thus undeniably proved and 
confirmed by ſuch works, as no man could de, ex- 
cept Cod were with him; of works, which had al- 
ſo the advantage of having been long before fore- 
told by the prophets; and which had the farther 
atteſtations of enemies themſelves: As not even 
your old predeceſſors in infidelity, Celſus, &c, 
could deny the reality of the facts, (which they 
might eaſily, and would willingly have done, had 
theſe been falſe) but were obliged to account for 
them in abſurd ways. 

It has been, I know, of late pretended, that 
the conſtant courſe of nature is a ſtronger argu- 
ment againſt the credibility of miracles, than any 

relations can be for it, — But no pretence can be 
more groundleſs, We have not from hence. 0 
leaſt preſumption againſt it. 
Where the end propoſed to be anſwered by mi- 
racles, is worthy of ſuch interpoſitions of TheAl- 
mighty, it is as reaſonable to believe, that He would 
uſpend or ſuperſede His own general laws of nature, 
as 


(21) 

23 that af other times and occaſiyns He upholds 
and preferves them. We do not contend for ſignꝰ 
and wonders as granted frequently and without 
need or uſe. But we contend, that at the firſt 
publication of our religion, (as before in the de- 
livery of the Jeruiſb law, and at other times af- 
terwards) there was great need and uſe of them; 
to awaken attention, to over- rule prejudices, and 
to prove the divine authority of the meſſage de- 
livered. Inſomuch, that if Chriſt and His apo- 
ſtles had done nothing of this ſupernatural kind, 
their commiſſion from heaven would ſcarce have 
been properly, at leaſt not near fo fully atteſted 
and evidenced; and if the Scriptures had not given 
us an account of miracles as done dy them, it 
would'have been a very 22 8 objection againſt | 
their pretenſions, 

But farther, it was not only moſt proper, that 
the Goſpel ſhould have been orfginally thus con- 
firmed and propagated; but It is eaſy to ſee, that 
it could not have been propagated; as it was,” by 
any other means. The known event therefore 
Puts out of all doubt the reality of theſe mlracles. 
The more you conſider this argument, the more 
I am. perſuaded, you will be influenced by it. 
That Chriſtianity was at firlt preached with an 
amazing ſucceſs, and prevailed ſpeedily over the 
then known world, i is a fact, which has never 


been denied, nor indeed will admit of any de. 
bate 


(a) 
M bate. The queſtion then is, whether this ſuc- 

ceſs was owing wholly to any human authority 

and power, to any natural or acquired abilities 
| Sof it's teachers, to any fortunate concurrence 
* of times and accidents; or to the aſſiſtance of 
- Heaven? Now, if this laſt had not been the caſe, 


our religion been ſuppreſſed in it's birth, Every 
| * circumſtance, humanly ſpeaking, tended to this--- 
les Author put to a cruel and ſhameful death— 
| y His followers perſecuted in all manner of ways, 
* firſt by the Jews, and then for near three hun- 
— dred years by the Gentiles — Theſe followers few 
in number, low in ſtation, moſt of them with- 
* out learning or influence of any kind All the 
wit, learning, eloquence, power, malice, vices 
of the world, in oppoſition to them I may ap” 

* F peal to yourſef, if you will weigh , theſe par- 
ticulars, whether ſuch men could naturally either 
have expected any ſucceſs, or have met with it > 
whether they could without ſuch a miracle as the 
x ſcriptures record, have attained the knowlege 
Land ready uſe of ſo many languages, as they 
mut be ſuppoſed to want and uſe in the exer- 

- Ciſe of their miniſtry in different countries ? 
whether without other miracles, as well as a 
I moſt powerful influence of God's Spirit on their 
hearers, which would be fully equivalent to mi- 
4 racles, they could ſo early and calily conquer he 
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the work muſt ſoon have come to nought, and 


(23) 
ſtrongeſt prejudices, and convert numbers in * 
all places? — How will you be able to account for 
all this, upon your plan ? Impoſtors have indeed 
ſometimes had ſucceſs. But no impoſtors, vid— 
one tenth part of theſe difficulties attending th 
ever had, or could have any. — 
Falſe pretences to miracles are in themſelves 
dangerous expedients, and have frequently endec 
in the confuſion of deceivers. So they muſt 
neceſſarily have done. at the beginning. of the . 
goſpel, when they were wrought, in the moſt * 
open manner, in the midſt of allpowerful and 
ſubtle enemies, who could want no inclination . 
nor opportunity to diſcover the cheat, had there * 
been any, and who e Bus 1g 
them. As then theſe paſſed undetected, you 
may, you muſt, if you have'the ingenuous "A | 
poſition, with I hope to be in you, conclude, that 
they were the genuine effects of the hand of God, 
His ſeal ſet to atteſt the truth of our religion. 
Conſider ſeriouſly what has been offered on this., 
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Sir 7 


| You hear ad noe en | 


(44) 
LETTER: v. 440 


x ut. now fit down, Dear Sir, to ſet before you 

the other argument from prophecy, which 
you will do well to review, and which, not- 
withſtanding all the duſt which the enemies 
of Chriſtianity have raiſed on this ſubject, you 
will find to ftand ſure and ſtrong, and eaſily ſee 
the force of it in general. A prophecy, when 
fulfilled, may be conſidered as a miracle, as it plain- 
ly proceeds from the foreknowledge of God Al- 
mighty, who alone has a perfect inſight into 
futurity. And the prophecies of Scripture arg 
ſuch, as no human ſagacity or penetration could 
diſcover, or ſo much as gueſs. at; not at all de- 
pending on any obſervations or experience of 
former ages; ſome of them referring to events 
purely caſual, as far as human actions can be ſo; 
happening at a great diſtance from the time 
when they were foretold; foretold when they 
were leaſt likely to come to paſs ; and yet moſt 
unexpectedly, * n literally brought 
about. 

Can you ſtand out 1 ſuch evidence as 
this, if it can be ſhewn I h better things of 
you. And yet it may very clearly be ſhewn to 
any unprejudiced mind. In order to this, I 
ſhall deſire but one conceſſion, which ſurely is 
too reaſonable to be refuſed ; viz. that the ſe- 
n 9 


( 25 ); 
veral books of ſcripture were written in very. 
different ages, and by perſons, who could not 
poſſibly have any communication with each other. 
This being granted, we fairly refer you to theſe 
| ſcriptures themſelves, and deſire you honeſtly 
to compare them together. If you do this, you 
cannot but ſee in them ſeveral plain prophecies 
accompliſhed as fully, as it is poffible for any 
to be. Cyrus the king of Perfia, and the reſtorer 
of Jeruſalem, was mentioned by name by 1/aiah, 
who wrote above two hundred years before 
him. Daniel has ſet down the ſeveral ſucceffions 

of the empires ſo very exactly and diſtinctiy, 
' that his account looks more like an hiſtory than 

a prophecy ; and in order to evade the force of 
it, ſome have without the leaſt grounds or rea- 
ſon ſuppoſed it to have been written after the 
events. Without reaſon, did I ſay ? Nay in de- 
fiance of it. For indeed it was tranflated j into 
Greek long before one of the principal events, 
the profanatioh of the temple by Antiochus ; and 
it was alſo well known through the world, and 
often quoted, long before others of them; ſuch as 
the coming of chin, and the deſtruction of Fetu - 
ſalem by the Romans —— What can you think of 
| thefe things? Could they happen by chance? 
Or could any human judgment and prudence 
reach ſo far, and foreſee things at fuch a di- 
tance with ſuch certainty? Both ſuppoſitions are 
equally incredible. And what then is left for | 
523115 D 0 you 
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you to ſuppoſe, but that, which is indeed. the 
truth, that in theſe inſtances theſe prophets ſpate 
as they were maved by The Holy Ghoſt? And if in 
theſe inſtances, what reaſon can you give fot 
diſtruſting their pretenſions in general ? 

But let us confine our thoughts to thoſe par- 
ticular prophecies, by which the truth of chriſti- 
anity is more immediately evinced. Several, 
which were given long before, were fulfilled in 
And by our Bleſſed Lord: And ſome, which He 
ſpake in His life time, have been eminently ful- 
filled ſince. Let me intreat you only to read 
over the fifty third chapter of Iſaiah, and alſo 
the accounts of Chriſt's death in the New Teſ- 
tament; and ſay, whether theſe two do not in 
the moſt ſurprizing manner tally and refer to 
each other. Every attempt to evade this predic- 
tion, or to apply it ta any other perſon, has 
offered great force and violence to the words 
Whence then could Ifaiah ſo many. centuries be- 
fore have been able thus literally to deſcribe 
this great event, together with the deſign, ends 


and conſequences of it, but by the ſuggeſtion, 
of The Spirit of God? Or how could Chriſt thus 
literally anſwer tkis character (a character, which, 


we may preſume, no impoſtor would chuſe to 


anſwer) if He had not been the Perſon lo * 


before pointed out? 
Again, our Lord Himſelf foretold the man- 


ner of His own death, which He had not the 


6 choice 


1 
choice of; and the time of His reſurreQion, 
which no uninſpired man could ſuſpect; the 
deſertion of His diſciples, and in a very citcum. 
ſtantial manner the denial of St. Peter, when 
they did not think themſelves capable of ſuch 
guilt; the miſſion of The Holy Ghoſt, and the 
ſucceſs of His religion; all which required'a 
knowlege more than human Theſe parti- 
culars are taken from the Evangeliſt, whoſe ve 
racity we ſaw before. As is alſo another in- 
ſtance, on which great ſtreſs has been deſervedly 
laid, His prophecy of the entire and approaching 
deſtruction of the temple, when no fuch thing 
was feared or apprehended, when the building 
was in all its glory and beauty, and the nation 
in perfect peace and quiet. The goſpels, where- 
in this prophecy is recorded, were written ſe- 
veral years before the event happened. And 
how exact and literal the completion was, you 
may learn from the account of t of Foſephus, who 
has left us an hiſtory of this matter; a ew, 
then upon the ſpot, who had nothing leſs in his 
view, than to confirm the authority of Crs 
or the truth of His goſpel. 

How you can get over ſuch plain proofs as 
theſe, I cannot imagine. Here could be no 
fraud, nor mere accident. The intentions of ' 
the predictions, and the fullneſs of their accom- 
pliſhment, are equally clear. And the unde- - 
niable conſequence of this is, that our Lord was 

D 2 | indeed 
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indeed The Prophet, which ſhould come into the 
world, 

To return to thoſe prophecies, which went 
before of Him If there are ſome of theſe, 
which cannot well be miſtaken; the viſible. 
Chain and connection, which is between them 
all, and appears to hold through all the inter- 
mediate ages, from the fall of man to the com- 
ing of Chriſt, deſerves your more eſpecial atten- 
tion, and if well conſidered, muſt prove the 
ſtrongeſt confirmation of your faith. However 
this may have been ridiculed, it has not been 
diſproved, nor can be diſproved. And ſurely, 
this view of them, as delivered in different times, 
and by perſons of different characters, and yet 
as all aiming and pointing to one and the ſame 
Perſon, and one and the ſame future diſperiſa- 
tion, muſt let in light upon the whole, give a 
conſiderable force to each particular, and point 
out to us the divinity of their common original, 
and the high value and honour thus ſtamped 
upon our holy religion. 

Such is our evidence frem prophecy. And can 
all this be overturned . by the application of a 
very few prophecies to Chriſt in the New Teſ- 
tament, which are ſuppoſed not to belong to 
Him? This objection has had more ſtreſs laid 
upon it, than it deſerves. And the difficulty 
has been much aggravated, No allowances 
have been made for the diſtance of times ; the 


loſs of ſome helps which moſt probably would 
have 
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8 afforded light in this enquiry; the ſenti- 
ments of the Jews then; the difference between 
bare accommodations of paſſages, and fulklling' 
of predictions; the double ſenſes and views, in 
which ſeverat prophecies may be juſtly con- 
ſidered; and other things urged by men of 
learning to clear the point. Theſe you may 
conſult, if you have leiſure and inclination ; 
and I dare fay, it will be to your ſatisfaction. 
Let me only at preſent remind you, firſt, that, 
where you ſee the particular accompliſhment of 
ſo many plain and undeniable prophecies, you 
ought not to be ſtaggered, though you ſhould 
not be able to ſee through all the difficulties, 
which have been raiſed about three or four ap- 
plications of paſſages in the Old Teſtament ; 
and ſecondly, that having all reaſon, both on 
account of miracles and prophecy, to believe 
the Evangeliſts to have been inſpired by The 
ſame Spirit, who inſpired the prophets, you may 
juſtly acquieſce in the ſenſe which they have 
affixed to theſe, as being one true meaning, 
originally deſigned by That Spirit, though the 
words appear to. have been immediately appli- 
cable to ſome other perſon or thing. But enough 
of this. 

I cannot likewiſe but earneſtly recommend 
to your conſideration, the nature of the Mo- 
faic law; which will ſhew you how properly it 
is . tiled by St. Paul a fc, te bring ut 
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unto Chri „; as the ſeveral inſtitutions and 
_ of it will appear deſigned and appointed 
by God to be fo many types, figures, and ad- 
umbrations of Him and His goſpel, to continue 
for a time only, in order to prevent the uni- 
verſal ſpreading of idolatry, and to prepare the 
way gradually for the opening of this final and 
perfect revelation. In this view of things, you 
will eaſily ſee the reaſons of many points, which, 
If regarded in themſelves only, you may per- 
haps think unaccountable, if not unworthy of 
being commanded by God, 

In ſhort, if you will enlarge your thoughts, 
you will be ſatisfied, that almoſt from the be- 
ginning of the world, God had a view to the 
chriſtian diſpenſation; that His chief inſtitutions 
had more or leſs a relation to this; that His 
prophecies pointed to this as their center, and 
unfolded and manifeſted it more and more; 
till the world was prepared to expect it, having 
had time to feel and lament the groſs igno- 
Tance, blindneſs, darkneſs, and corruptions, 
which this laſt and beſt gift of heaven was de- 
ſgned to remedy, and for which glorious end 
it is fo admirably qualified What a noble idea 
muſt this give you of our religion ? And how 
can you any longer reject or deſpiſe it? 

I have now, Sir, only room to add, that I am 


Very unſeignedly Yours. 
LE T. 
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LETTER VI. 


Etters of this kind admit no compliments 

or ceremony. I ſhall therefore, my friend, 
without any ſuch interruptions, purſue the thread 
of my reaſoning. In my laſt letters I have en- 
deavoured to throw into a ſhort compaſs the 
chief evidences of the chriſtian religion, which 
I think will bear no reaſonable contradition» 
nor admit any ſubſtantial anſwer. What we be- 
fore ſaw to be ſo greatly wanted and deſirable, 
we have now the pleaſure to find convincingly 
proved. Our religion recommends itſelf by its 
internal excellency to all ſerious, ſober, good per- 
ſons— The Scriptures, in which it is contained, 
are as evidently genuine, as books can be—The 
authors are every way moſt worthy of all credit 
They were alſo mſpired, and worked miracles, 
by a power derived to them from God The Au. 
thor of their commiſſion — The common courſe 
of nature is no argument againſt the proof of 
miracles wrought on ſuch an important occa- 
ſion— The ftift propagation of our religion is 
itfelf a proof, that it had the afliſtance of mira- 
cles Falſe pretences to theſe muſt at firſt have 
ſuppreſſed it. A farther ſtrong proof of it is, 
the fuſfilling of many expreſs prophecies, both of 
the old prophets, and of our Lord ; and eſpeci- 
ally an apparent chain and conne7ion of predic- 
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tions all terminating in Him; which muſt be 
vaſtly ſtronger, than they are, if taken ſeparately. 
For the enumeration of many particulars forms 
a more certain deſcription, than that of a few: 
And a long ſucceſſion of facts done, all pointing 
to one end, is a much ſurer proof, that it hath 
always been in view, than any evidences unre- 
lated to each other.---Laſtly, the whole Moſaick 
law evidently looks forward to the diſpenſation of 
the goſpel. 

Theſe ſeveral particulars, thus united in'form- 
ing one grand evidence, has been in ſome mea- 
ſure laid before you. It cannot be expected, 
that full juſtice ſhould be here done to them. 
I choſe to mention them in this manner, rather 
than refer you to ſuch books as have treated of 
them at large. However, I moft earneſtly 
beſeech yau not to content yourſelf with this 
imperfect repreſentation, but according to your 
leiſure and abilities, for your fuller conviction, 
to have recourſe to ſome of thoſe many excel- 
lent treatiſes, where theſe points are fully con- 
ſidered, and ſome of which may eaſily be in w 
one's hands. 

A fair enquiry and examination, you may 
be aſſured, is what we Proteſtants are no ene- 
mies to. Nay we think it the duty of every 

ſerious man, according to the beſt of his abilities 
and opportunities, to make it, and to be directed 


e It is the neglect of this impartial 
| ſearch» 
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ſearch, which we complain of, as a chief rea» 
ſon of the prevailing of looſe notions among us. 
Men, who are not fixed in the grounds of their 
religion, and will not enquire into the reafots 
of the hope that is in them, are apt too haſtily 
to imbibe any infuſions or objections againſt its 
and to fall away in time of temptation, If 
you read only on the ſide of infidelity, and will 
not give a candid and equal attention to fuck 
anſwers as vindicate the Chriſtian ſcheme, how 
can yau excuſe yourſelf from the charge of bi- 
gotry? How can you expect ta be free from 
doubts and difficulties, to the diſadvantage of 
Chriſtianity, when the door is ſa widely opened 
by you, to the admiſſion of theſe, and no care 
is taken by you to deliver your mind from them? 
And, what is a conſideration of more weight, 
how can you hope for the pardon of thoſe errors 
and prejudices, which you thus valuntarily bring 
upon yourſelf, and which you might ſo eafily 

avoid by making a due uſe of thoſe faculties, 
which God has given you, and requires you to 
guide yourſelf by ? 

Prejudices of education you are often talking 
againſt, And though we think it right, that. the 
mind ſhould be at firſt ſeaſoned with a juſt re- 
gard to truth and virtue, to preſerve it from an op- 
poſite bent, which elſe it would receive among the 
manifold temptations and attacks of a looſe and 
wicked world; yet we no way fear or decline 

— the 
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the ſtricteſt examination of Chriſtian notions and 
principles; we rather invite and preſs men to 
this, as they are capable of it; we cannot 
doubt, but that the more honeſt and ſincere 
they are in this point, the more they will be con- 
vinced of the certainty of our faith, which has 
approved itſelf to ſo many great and good, in- 
quiſitive and diſintereſted men, of the gebe as 
well as the clergy. 

But ſince you complain of prejudices, are there 
no prejudices among your ſect againſt Chriſtia- 
nity, which lye in the way of your embracing 
it, and unreaſonably byaſs your minds? I am 
perſuaded there are: And as you may not of 
yourſelf diſcern all theſe, and much leſs the 
falſehood and vanity of them; I cannot but think 
it my duty on this occaſion, to lay before you 
what I apprehend to be fome of the chief, with 
proper guards and precautions againſt them, 
And firſt, I would mention an undue ftreſs 
laid on mere difficulties. That there are ſuch in 
the Scriptures is acknowleged. And, becauſe theſe 
cannot be all perfectly cleared up, and every 
queſtion relating either to the counſels of God 
Almighty, or to any points of faith anſwered ; 
you are apt to magnify theſe into objections a- 
gainſt the truth, and to triumph, as .if you 
had at once confuted it---But ſure you ſhould | 
conſider, what right you have to ſuch entire ſa- 
tisfaction in all theſe matters; or whether in 
| - the 
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the nature of things it be poſſible for you to 
attain it. There is a curioſity, which ought to 
be reſtrained, as diving into points far beyond 
the reach of human ſearch. Common Chriſtians 
muſt take many things for granted, and truſt to 
the ſkill and authority of others, whom they 

have cauſe to eſteem able and honeſt, where 
they are abſolutely unqualified to decide for 
themſclves. Nor can this be juſtly called credu- 
lity, but a becoming modeſty and deference to 
perſons of ſuperior knowlege; which in every 
other caſe in life is allewed: to be neceſſary and 
laudable; for without it we muſt be ſubject to 
innumerable inconveniences and dangers, 
Ik you will truſt no body but your ſelf, and 
never ſee with any eyes beſides your own 3 you 
muſt be in one of the moſt unhappy ackdidens 
in the world, a ſtate of endleſs ſcepticiſm -or 
univerſal doubt, a ſtate of groundleſs undiſtin- 
guiſhing ſuſpicion ; which muſt cut you off from 
almoſt every comfort in life, and deprive you. 
of almoſt all uſeful knowlege. It will be very 
little ſatisfation indeed, which you will be thus 
able to find. Let me then beg you, in regard 
and compaſſion to your own peace, _— to 
baniſh this diſpoſition, | 

But farther, even ſuppoſing you were able to 
ſee clearly without help every thing that is vi- 
ſible by human eyes, you cannot reaſonably ex- 
pect to ſee every difficulty, which may be ſtarted 
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by vain and wanton men about religion, tho- 
roughly anſwered. You certainly can have no 
reaſon to expect this here, any more than in 
other ſubjects. And you cannot mention any 
one ſcience, not even the mathematics, where 
there are not many difficulties, which have puz- 
zled all the wiſdom, and baffled all the enquiries, 
of the cloſeſt thinkers. And can it then be 
matter of wonder, if the like ſhould happen in 
the higheſt ſubject, ſo immediately relating to 
the deſigns and diſpenſations of The Almighty ? 

Very many of the difficulties 'of Scripture 
have been fully cleared up by the helps of learn- 
ing; and more probably will be hereafter, as 
ſome may be ſuppoſed to be left for the trial 
and exerciſe.of the faith and induſtry of every 

Some are owing to the antiquity of the 
writings, the ſhortneſs of the - narrations, our 
ignorance of ſome ancient cuſtoms, and the 
great difference of the eaſtern ityle from ours, 
All theſe will unavoidably create ſome things 
hard to be under/iood; which however need not 
diſcourage any good perfon, who will find all 
| the neceſſary articles of faith and practice re- 
vealed with ſufficient clearneſs and certainty. 

Think not, that by warning you againſt paying 
too much regard to mere difficulties, I deſire 
or intend to lead you blindfold, or to prrvent 
your confidering the grounds of your religion, 
ad whole ads ih is to direct your enquiries a- 
i” right, 
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right, 'and to perſuade-you to begin PRI 
right end, with the conſideration of the po- 
ſitive evidences. of our moſt holy religion, If 
theſe ſhould not be ſound and good, you. have 
2 right to reject it. But difficulties plone will 
not overturn it, if thoſe proofs ſhould appear, 
as I am aſſured they will on every impartial 
examination appear, ſtrong and ſatisfactory, and 
liable to no juſt contradiction. If then you 
have a prior and greater regard to particular dif. 
ficulties, than to the general poſitive evidences 
of Chriſtianity, no wonder you are always un- 
ſettled, fluctuating, and wavering. But if you 
will pay a due attention ts theſe evidences in the 
firſt place, your mind will have ſomething fted- 
faſt to reſt upon; the difficulties may perhaps 
vaniſh on farther enquiry ; or you will ſee reaſon 
however to overlook them, as being of no weight 
or force in compariſon with the others. | 
Believe me, Sir, to be ever ready to ſerve you 


in all good offices, as | 
Your real ſervant and friend. 


—— — 
— 


ee 

Dear Sir, 
HE prejudices againſt our religion is a 
very copious and fruitful ſubjeR, and 


will afford mo matter for ſeveral letters more. 
E I ſhall 


i 
; 
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ſhall at preſent conſider two of them, thoſe - 


"gainſt myſteries and pet ive duties. The firſt is 


much akin to the former already treated of. 


With many the. myſteries of our religion may 
be thought the great bBfectlon. Much idle de- 
clamation has been employed againſt them; and 


the abſurdity of believing what is above our rei- 


© * 
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ſob, and cannot be comprchended by us, loudly 


pretended. 


— go + Hood's} nnen . | abs L. , * 20 
Now we tannot compliment you with giving 
up any one of theſe myſterits, becauſe" we find 


+. 4. i JON ieee eee , +1 of 
them revealed in Scripture; and We muſt believe 


' univerſally whatever "theſe ſacred oracles teach 
us But, then we beg you to reflect, that they 
.ought not to ſet aſide any revelation. If indeed 
they contained any contradictions to dur ſenſes 
. or-. underſtanding, or to. thoſe "notions' bf the 
nature and Attributes cf *Fhe Supreme Being, 
vrhich our reaſon teaches us, they would be real 
objections indeed.” But if they only ſuppoſe 


ſome points, which our reaſon cannot fathom, 
nor perfectly explain; which is the whole of the 
caſe; I cannot ſce why, if revealed, they ſhould 
not be admitted. The truth may ſurely be of 
importance enough to be revealed by God: 
And yet the whole manner and circumſtances 
of it may not be neceſſary, probably not poſſible, 
for us to underſtand. In this caſe, we believe ſo 
far as it is revealed, and no'farther, 'We own 
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our ignorance, where God has not been pleaſed. 
to grant us light and information. 

To explain this by inſtancing in a chief article 
of this nature, that of the Trinity. This our, 
reaſon could not have taught us. But what ob- 
jections has reaſon againſt it, now it is made 
known? You will ſay, you cannot comprehend 
it. Well, and can you decently expect to com- 
prehend:a doctrine ſo immediately relating ta the 
manner of the exiſtence of your Creator? Can 
you comprehend thoſe attributes of His, whieh 
you can now prove in the uſe of your under- 
ſtanding? And ſhould you not willingly receive 
His farther inſtruction; concerning Himſelf; 
though your underſtanding be much too weak 
fully to take in the whole knowlege of His Diving 
Eſſence ?--Were you called upon to believe, that 
three are one in the ſelf. ſame, reſpect, you would 
have reaſon to remonſtrate. That "Three Perſons 
are One Perſon, or Fhree Gods One God, is 3 
contradiction in terms. But that Three. Perſons 
are One God, is none at all. So far then we 
may believe on the authority of Scripture. 
But the manner hieb They are One God, nei- 
ther has the Scripture taught, us, nor is this 
„ aur fuithl!! to 5 thor = ονννEja˙ a 

It can be no way injurlous to ſuch imperſect 
and! fallen creatures as'' we are, to be required 
to humble and. ſubmit our reaſons tothe author 
ow. of our Maker, and to the obedience of faith, 

E 2 | There 
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There is net a more vain and arrogant pretence, 
than to ſuppoſe them the meaſure of all truth. 
If you will diſcard all myſteries, you muſt diſcard 
natural religion itſelf. For this alſo contains 
many inexplicable points. So indeed does the 
ſtudy of nature, which is alſo full of them. 80 
that this abſurd principle, if followed, will lead 
you to diſbelieve even what you daily ſee. And 
tis not poſſibſe more effectually to confute it. 
Let me beg you then on the other hand to 
diſcard all immodeſt and extravagant notions of 
the fufficiency of your own reaſon. Sufficient 
indeed it is for the uſes and purpoſes, for which 


— God granted it; and to theſe ends you ſhould 


thankfully and honeſtly employ it. But it never 
was deſigned to penetrate into all myſteries and 
all knowlege, and to find out the deep things of 
The Almighty to perfaftion, And if you will but 
coolly refſect, how many things you are ignorant 
of, how very few or none you underſtand tho- 
roughly, even of thoſe which daily occur to your 
ſenſes ; you cannot reject the Scriptures, on ac» 
count of the myſteries contained In them, 

Nor wiil you be inclined to take any excep- 
tions againſt poſſtive dutirr, A diflike to theſe 
is another prejudice or ſtumbling block in your 
way. A few ſuch our religion has injoyned, 
And becauſe they were not diſcovered by human 
reaſon, therefore the pride of human reaſon has 


repreſented them as vain and unneceſſary, 


Now 


2 


ö 
| 
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| Naw this pretence is abſolutely. ſubverſive of 
the authority of God, and inconſiſtent wil that 
regard, .which:is in all caſes undeniably. due to 
His known will. Whether this will is the ſole 
ground of obligation, properly ſo called, or not; 
as it truſy appears to be; yet it muſt ever be 
looked upon as one great principle and founda- 
tion of it), He has the moſt abſolute right to 
our ſervice, Whatever He commands we ought: 
implicitly to obey, even without the conſidera- 
tion of any other reaſon, than becauſe He has 
commanded, If He ſhould be pleaſed, merely for 
the trial of our ſincerity and duty to Him, to 
lay any law upon us, which we could not ſee 
the fitneſs and reaſonableneſs of; in this caſe" i it 
becomes us to ſubmit and obſerve it without 
any diſputing or reluctance. And in all caſes 
we may be very ſure, that He has the wifeſt | and 
beſt reaſons for whatever He does, whether we 
are capable'of perceiving them, or not. 

Pray conſider, how you uſually act towards 
your own ſervants, When you give them un 
orders, do you always communicate to them 
the reaſons of ſuch orders? Would you be plea- 
ſed, if they ſhould reſuſe to obey you, lll they 
were convinced of the fitneſs and propriety” 
your injun&tions? Would not every pretence 
of this kind be looked upon, and that moſt juſtly, 
as an inſolent difownlng. of your authority and 
power over them? If you then, who are far from 
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being either infallible or perfectly good, would 
reſent the diſobedience of your inferiors in thi | 
caſe ; how can you think it your right to be in- 
formed by God of all the reaſons of His divine 
commands ? Will you fo far curtail His authority, 
as to ſuppoſe it to be, in any reſpect, leſs than 
what you may have over your fellow creatures? 
Nay, will not the conſiderations of His Infinite 
Power and Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that He 
is equally incapable of being the leaſt mil- 
taken in what relates to your true happineſs, 
and of being at all willing io miſlead you, in- 
cline you to truſt and ſubmit to His guidance, 
without the leaſt doubt or reſerve, whether you 
could have found out the way your ſelf or not ? 
Surely they muſt, if your mind be ſufficiently - 

humble and ingenuous. 
If you ſhould be taught to object, (for per- 
haps you may have ſome Maſters whom you 
follow pretty implicitly,) that you can no other- 
Wiſe be ſatisfied of the reality of ſuch com- 
mands, but by having the reaſons of them laid 
before youz I deſire you to reflect, whether 
this be not deſtroying the poſſibility of any reve. 
lation, and therefore, as this has been proved 
before, whether the plea can deſerve any ad- 
mittance? Of revelution, I mean, properly 
ſo called, as diſtin&t from what is diſcovered 
to us in the exerciſe of our natural facultles- 
For if God can reveal any point which was 
unknown to us before, He may, for ought I can 
, 
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ſee, reveal to us in general, that for the future 


He expects the performance of ſuch and ſuch 
duties from us, without communicating at the 
ſame time the reaſons of them. Theſe we have 
no right to demand, Without them He has 
the ſtricteſt right to our obedience, And if 
He ſhould communicate them, till the proof 
of His revelation will not reſt on them, but 
on other points, which would equally prove 
it to you, though you ſhould not diſcern the 
fitneſs of it What theſs points are, you will 
eaſily learn by recollecting what was before urged 
concerning the evidences of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion, 

Hitherto I have been arguing with you upon 
your own principle, that the poſitive duties en- 
joyned in Scripture are ſuch, as no man could 
ever diſcern the reaſons of, Your objection 
againſt them, even in this view of things, has 
been ſhewn to be weak and ungrounded - But 
I muſt now go farther, and ſay, the principle 
itſelf is wrong. Plain reaſons and uſes appear, 
even at ſo great a diſtance of time, for many 
of the poſitive injunctions in the Old Teſtament - 
which affords a ſtrong preſumption, that the 
reaſons and uſes of the reſt were clear, when 
they were delivered, and indeed long after, i 
And with regard to the few orders of this 
kind found in the goſpel, with which only we 
are immediately concerned; God has dealt with 

- us, 
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us far beyond what we could have demanded. 
T 'hough we could not have originally diſcovered: 
them, yet we can now ſee many reaſons of their 
being injayneg, and many real and gyeat ad- 
vantages, which will accrue to us from the con- 
ſcientious obſeryance of them. This is a: light; 
which perhaps you never conſidered them is, 
and which muſt ſoon convince you, how ex- 
tremely groungleſs your prejudices here ure. 
It has been already ſhewn, that a new caves. 
nant of grace and mercy was much wanted by 
weak and ſinful men; and that Chriſtianity, which, 
contains it, is true. And do you not then ſee 
the fitneſs and reaſonableneſs of placing a due- - 
faith and confidence in The Great Mediator of 
this new coverant; of ſolemnly entering into it, 
accepting and embracing it's terms, ſtipulating 
to perform our own parts of it ; and alſo of re- 
newing it from time to time, commemorating 
the great act of love and condeſcentlon, by which 
It was eſtabliſhed, Implorlng pardon of our brea- 
ches of It, and reeelving to the comfort and 
refreſhment of our ſouls the ſeveral benefits af 
it, which ean be enjoyed here, as well as 
ſtrengthening our title 10, and our hopes of 
the reward it promiſes hereafter=-in a werd, 
beginning, keeping up, cementing, and increas. 
fing that holy unien and friendſhip, to which,. 
notwithſtanding our unworthineſs, God has ſa 
e admittted us with Himſelf? Can 


any 
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any thing be more proper, or indeed, more 
moral, than theſe ſeveral acts of repentance, 
faith, love, and gratitude? And yet theſe are 
the inward and. ſpiritual parts of the poſitive 
duties required by our religion, which are ſo 
unjuIly complained of. And ' ſurely, ſuch 
eaſy, unexpenſive, natural, and ſignificant ſigns 
and ceremonies, as the waſhing with water, and 
eating bread and wine, when uſed to theſe ex- 
cellent purpoſes, in obedience to our Lord's 
command, ought not to create any difficulty 
with you, cannot be conſidered as any burden, 
nor can with any ſhew of reaſon be diſliked by 
you. And, to conclude this point, however 
ſome may have affected to repreſent poſitive and 
moral duties as at variance, and to frame un- 
righteous and miſchievous compariſons between 
them yet they both, In thelr natural tendency, 
and in the deſign of thelr Supreme Author, highly 
firengthen — promote each other, 

The great Importance of theſs polnts we 
have had before us mult procure me your en- 
euſe for the length of this letter, I am, Bir, 


Your faithful and humble ſervant, 


LE r. 
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Dear Sir, | 


E will now, if you pleuſe, go on to 

conſider another prejudice, which you 
have taken up againſt the faith of the goſpel, 
- which is, begauſo it is not u ver al ſeveral ages 
having paſſed, before it was made known to the 
world; and a very great part of the preſent 
known world being ſtill ignorant of it, or, in 
oppoſition to lt. There is no topic, which your 
writers have lald greater ſtreſs upon than this, 
You imagine, chriſtianity ſuppoſes un inequality. 
or partiality lu God's dealings with mankinds 
which you cannat digeſt, 

But chriſtian writers have anſwered this plea 
in the fulleſt manner. Some of the. chief things 
inſiſted upon in oppoſition to it, 1 ſhall take the 
liberty to ſuggeſt to your conſideration; begging 
you to have recourſe, if diſſatisfied fill, to ſome 
of the defences of our religion, which have been 
publiſhed, for a larger explication of them, 
Conſider then, I beſeech you, how unreaſonable, 
how preſumptuous it is to expect to underſtand 
all the reaſons of God's government of the world, 
and what room there is to ſuſpect your own 
judgment in matters of this high nature, — Con- 
ſider, that though God's juſtice and holineſs will 
never permit Him to make any of His creatures 
miſerable 


69 

miſerable without or beyond their deſert j yet 
provided this rule be obſerved, as it always un- 
| doubtedly is and will be, He hath full right to 

place them in what rank of being, and aſſign to 
each of them what advantages or diſadvantages 
He pleaſey 3, and that as ne ong can ſay unto Him, 
hat de tbau? Bo lt can in no cafe be an ob- 
joctlon, that wo Imagine, He aught to have done 
otherwlſe---Conſider, that, whereas the preſont 
objection ſuppoſes, that in points of religion at 
leaſt; all men would be placed on a level, with 
the ſamo opportunities and advantages z you muſt, 
us a deiſt, be obliged to confeſh this ſuppoſition 
to be groundleſs, and that, though there had 
never been any revelation, there are many dife 
ferences among men in theſe reſpects ; diffe- 
rences of ſtation, reaſon, and ablllties, which 
in this caſe would create a-grent difference of 
obligation, and render the duty of ſome much 
wider, and their lot much happier, than that of 
others---Conſider, that, if Chriſtianity be falſe, 
becauſe it is not univerſal, ſo muſt the law oſ na- 
ture and reaſon” itſelf be, which never in fact 
univerſally prevailed throughoutithe world: This 
you muſt own, unleſs you will ſay,” that idolatry, 


polytheiſm, and many ſuperſtitious and unnatural 


practices, are parts of it---Conſider, that the 
world before Chriſt, having much abuſed the 
light they had receided, could: have:nd gleim to 


any other ; ; and yet that they never were without 
ſome 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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'fome advantage from God's revelations, One of 
which, though delivered to the Jews particularly, 
came to the knowlege of ſome of the wiſeſt ſear- 
chers after truth among the old heathens, whe 
probably drew ſome of their beſt inſtruQiong 
4 1 doctrines from this ſacred fountain, And the 
' promiſe of a Redeemer, and His victory over 
our greateſt enemy, was made immediately after 
the fall of man, to ſupport the hopes and rell - 
gion of the world; from whence, as well as 
ſtom other conſiderations, we have all reaſon 
to believe, that the atonement by the death of 
Chriſt reached back to the beginning of tranſ- 
greſſion, and is as truly extenſive in its view and 
deſign, as fin ever was or can be in its progreſs ; 
and that for the ſake of this atonement, every 
ſincere good perſon, who made it his buſineſs 
and endeavour to walk according to the light 
which had been vouchſafed him, or who in time 
repented of any fins he might fall into, was ac- 
. cepted by God, and found that pardon and re- 
ward at His hands, which his beſt works could 
not of themſelves have intitled him to---Con- 
ſider, that if men have very different talents 
granted them, as ſurely they have in reſpect to 
DN body, and mind ; they will be judged 
by different rules, and not be accountable for 
J tranſgreſſing any law, which was not, or could 
not gh a to them Conſider that the diſ- 
5 penſations 
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penſatibns of God are uſually gradual, and that 
natural things do not arrive at their full growth 
and improvement at once; and therefore that 
it ſhould be no wonder, if the diſcoveries of 
Divine Grace are analogous to them, This 
may rather be looked upon as a proof and 
firmation of their truth---Conſider, that the f 
publication of our religion was moſt wiſely de. 
ferred, till the bitter fruits of ſin and corruption 
had univerſally ſhewn themſelves for che con» | 


viction of mankind; till the inſulliciency of other 


remedies for the recovery of human nature had | 


appeared; till the world had been taught and pre- 


pared, to expect and embrace it by a long ſe- 
ries of prophecies; and. till the maſt open.. and 


general circulation of it through, the.carth was: | 
made eaſy by the continual intercourſe, which | 


the greatneſs of the Roman Empire had cauſed ber 
tween the moſt diſtant natiom - Conſider, that 
if the goſpel is not nniverſaliy extended over the 
world, chis cannat be its fault, which was deſign- 
ed by its Blefled Author for the reformation and 
benefit of all; but is owing to the vices of, 
ad to the ill uſe of their, natural liberty 34 


many nations, who had formerly received { 
ſlianity, have ſince forfeited and ej 
that many are ſtill voluntarily ignorant o it: 
and t, as God generally makes ufs of t | 
tions men to promote His own. great] and 

Llorious debgns, fo the true uſe we ſhould dra 
| F 
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from that ignorance, and the ſtubborn prejudices 
which ill ſubſiſt againſt our faith, is, to be more 
wary and unexceptionabls in our own conduct, 
and to take all lawful and prudent methods of 
ſpreading the light and influence of the goſpel 
as widely as poſſible ; that ſo this objection may 
in time be wholly removed, and God's ways 
#nown upon earth, and His ſaving health among all 
nation: -Conſider laſtly, what an high, aggra- 
vated, and -dangerous degree of ingratitude it is 
in you, who have been, ſo far beyond your de- 
ſerts, "favoured with the knowlege of Chriſtianity, 
whilſt ſo many others have been faſt bound in 
ignorance and error, to complain as it were of 
your own happineſs, and to make this more 
abundant mercy of Heaven to you the ground 
and matter of your objection? The teaching 
of the truth, if you will hearken to it, may be 
your great and diſtinguiſhing felicity. It will 
lead you through this world in peace and com- 
fort, and inſure to you the exceeding and eter- 
nal enjoyments of the other. But, if you go on 
to deſpiſe this privilege, remember, that your 
condition hereafter will be much worſe than that 
of the heathens, in proportion to that fuller light 
which was offered you, that greater improve- 
ment which you might in conſequence of it have 
made, and that higher glory, which you might 
. have ſecured and inherited. | /ttorrs better fer you 
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wot to have known the way of life and righteouſneſs 


at all, than after you have known it, ſo ground- 


leſsly and contemptuouſly to turn from the holy 


commanament delivered unto you, 

Theſe ſeveral conſiderations, ſet down as they 
occurred without any exactneſs of order or me- 
thod, I moſt earneſtly recommend to your pe- 
ruſal and ſtudy; being fully perſuaded, that they 
cannot fall, unleſs overlooked, of getting the 
better of this prejudice againſt our religion. I 
ſhall no longer detain you at preſent, than to 
aſſure vou of my N with all fincerity, 


| Sir rl |; ; 
Your obedient Servant, 


P — % 


| LETTER IX, 


Ave you not, Sir, taken up a dilike t te 

our religion by ſuppoſing it an enemy to 
ſreethinking ? Have you not been deluded by 
the frequent boaſts which have been given out, 
s if your ſect were the only freethinkers, and 
all believers of Chriſtianity were credulous bi- 
gots, not daring to examine and judge for them- 


ſelves, but ſwallowing greedily every ſuperſtitious. 
tale, which has been eſtabliſhed and delivered 
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Such reproaches we ſee every day irown out 
by thoſe, who would ſubvert any ancient truths, 
ar recommend any' novel ſingularities. But if 
you are in earneſt, you will not be led away 
hy mere words. Freethinking, if rightly under> 
ſtood; well becomes all ſober and rational en- 
quirers; It conſiſts in an ingenuous and liberal 
and candid examination of ſuch points as may 
be offered to us for our aſſent, and aſter uſing 
aright the ſeveral helps and means of informa- 
tion, in following the determination and judg- 
ment of our minds. This then is contrary tom 
{ſtupid and blind neglect of all enquiry,—to an 
\ Improper manner of enquiry—to reading on 
one ſide only to demanding more evidence 
than the point will bear or to rejecting it, 
when once proved, on account of difficulties- 
One poſſeſſed with this temper will neither be 
ſuperſtitious and credulous, nor yet vain, aſſum- 
ing, hunting after every novelty of opinion; in- 
dulging general ſuſpicions and doubts, wiſhing 
to find religion falſe, blind. to its excellencies, 
ſearching only to meet with ſome flaw or er- 
rorin it, delighted with any * farcaſms and 
ridicule againſt it. 

According to this right and ſound deſcription 
of the freethinker, you have no reaſon. to ap- 
propriate this ſpecious title and character to your 
ſect; nay, you have no right to it at all; if we 

| „ 
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may judge from the practice of your moſt fa 
voured writers; who not only abound in the 
moſt ludicrous buffoonery, in the groſſeſt mil- 
repreſentation, and in the falſeſt quotations; 
but aſſume a liberty of thinking free from all 
rules and reſtraints of reaſon and argument, and 
ſeruple not to oppoſe the greateſt authorities 
without the leaſt reaſon, nay to contradict the 
common ſenſe of mankind, without the leaſt ne - 
celſty. 

In oppoſition 1 to ſuch undue methods of con 
ſidering things, and judging about them, let 
me earneſtly preſs you to a cool and unbiaſſed 
examination. We are far from being enemies 
to this. We deſire only a fair and full hearing, 
and that you will give an equal attention to 
our anſwers and defences, as to the objections 
ſtarted againſt us. Then we tru!, the truth 
and juſtice of the Chriſtian cauſe will ſhew 
itſelf, You will find no principles of ſlavery 
or ſuperſtition contained in it. You will find 
ſufficient ſatisfaction in all points, which you 
are concerned to know and believe. 

Indeed, it will be in vain for you to expect 
to have your curioſity gratified by the diſcovery 
of any new h) ſtem of belief. The ſubject will 
not admit of innovation. All the true articles of 
Chriſtianity have bgen long ſince, and once for 
* revealed: Neither can we add to, nor leſ- 

| F 3 ſen 


('54 ); 
ſen them. The word of God is the dandad 
of points of faith; and all farther-pretences ef 
new modelling or reforming them muſt be 
vain and impious, as oy are unprofitable and 
endleſs. 

If then you would be trul 7 a freethinker, I 
muſt conjure you to be very ſerious- in your 
ſearches after the truth, and to abhor all methods 
of treating it contemptuouſly and wantonly; 
for they are utterly inconſiſtent with the infinite 
importance of it. Uſe your reaſon as freely 
as you pleaſe; but be ſure to uſe it ſoberly 
and modeſtly. Delight not in contradicting re- 
ceived notions, becauſe they are received. Al- 
low arguments on the ſide of Chriſtianity: the 
ſame force, as they have on other ſubjects. 
Expect not mathematical evidence, where moral 
only can be had. And above all, take care, 
that no petulance of wit, no unbecoming ſatire 
or defamation deceive or prejudioe you — Having 
thus proved all things, you will be prepared and 
qualified to forſake any errors, which may have 
been infuſed into you, and for the future to 
hold faſt what is good. 

Prejudices again the Clergy have allo, it is to 
be feared, much conduced to lead you from 
the faith of the goſpel. It is quite natural, 
that this ſhould be the conſequence of them. 
The enemies of our religion know it well, and 
accordingly they have omitted no opportunity, 
no 
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no r inRtiflinng em into your mind. The 
fauſts | a few Rave been induſtrfouft) und ma- 
lcibu Improved: into 2 charge igainft the* 
whole profeſſion. ' And this again has beer 
moft unreaforably made an objection to the 
doctrines taught. Frier of all 'rdligions have 
been in defiance of common ſenſe and enpe - 
rience reprefented us the ſame. And yen are 
taught to guard againſt whatever- they can ſuy y 
by being told, that they do not write or fpeak 
out of any conviction of the truth, but merely 
becauſe it is their trade ant calling, and Vecauſ& 
their ſubſifterice and profit dependa upon it: 
Inveterate as this prefutlice is enn you think 
it jaſt? Be fo fair as to tevlew it. I am fur 
from defending any vices or irtegularities-amonyg 
the Clergy : I readily agree, that ſuch are more 
inexcuſable in them, than in other men. And 
it would be a miracle; if there were no inftan- 
ces of this ſort; conſidering their numbers, tho 
infirmity of human nature, and the general pre. 
vailing corruption. But I am far from feeing 
reaſon to think, that this order of men is worſe 
than any other. Nay I believe, on à fair 
compariſon they would be found in general 
peculiarly ſtrict and exemplary in their morale 
and. behaviuur, and very little to deſerve your 
cenſures and contempt. However, is there any 
appearance of connection between” their _ 
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nal goodneſs, and Un PRA the cauſe. 
they, maintain and teach ? Cannot the Chriſtian. - 
religion be true, though the preachers of it were 
wicked men ? Muſt men's principles be of courſe, | 
as bad as their lives ?—T appeal to your ſelf. Do. 
you not diſcern a plain difference between theſe 
things? And therefore ſhould you not in con- 
ſcience and juſtice confine your exceptions. and. 
blame where they are due? 

. Neither is that other part of the prejudice at 
all better founded. The ſtate has. indeed an- 
nexed ſeveral emoluments to the profeſſion of the 
miniſtry z which is a ſtrong argument of the 
uſefulneſs and value of this inſtitution. But 
ſhould this tempt you to abuſe their religion, as 
prieſtcraft ?: or, to imagine, that they all are ſo 
very vile, as thus ſolemnly, for lucre's ſake, to 
teach falſchoods, which they know to be ſuch ? 
Is this your boaſted benevolence? Surely one 

dient in it ought to be a common degree 
2 — of - uy 

Let me aſk you, do you reaſon fo in other 
matters? The practitioners in both faculties of 
law and phyſic are maintained by their practice. 
To ſome ſuperior ſtations, in the former, the 
government has affigned high honours. and re- 
wards, But would you on. this account deſpiſe 
their opinions, advices, and inſtructions? Is it 
not a receiv'd maxim, that the ſkilful in every 
| art 
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art are to be- canſylted and confided in? And 
yet they, in general live by their reſpeQive arts: 
You are therefore only deſired. to extend the 
ſame equity to the clergy, and to have the ſame 
regard for your ſouls, as you have for your bo- 
dies and fortunes; And then, I dare ſay, we 


ſhall hear no more of this objection. 
cannot forbear confirming what J have faid 
on this point by the words of a very great and 
noble writer, which I recommend to your conſi- 
deration. He ſpeaks of * an unworthy conſpi- 
* racy, that, was never before entered intoy 
<. againſt any eſtabliſhed. church, in undervalu- 
ing. whiatſoever is written by any: clergyman; 
how learned and virtuous ſoever, in defence. 
off it; as if be were & party, and ſpoke only 
Vin his own intereſt; ſo that they, who would 
J tindermine it, by all the foul and diſhoneſt 
dum imagitrabld, have the advantage to. de con · 
{ ſidered as perſans engaged in that accompt, 
$ merely and purely by the impulſion of their 
© conſciences, and for the diſcovery of ſuch dun- 
gerous errors, as are dangerous to the ſouls of 
© men; whilſt they, who are moſt obliged, and 
© are beſt able to refute thoſe vain and malicious 
© pretences, and to detect the fraud and the 
. © ignorance, of thoſe ſeditious undertakers, are 
© looked upon as men not to be believed, at 
© dealt partial, and that all they ſay is faid on 
_ _ 6 their 
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© their own behalf. This js a ſad truth, and 
n new engine to make a battery, at which 
© atheiſm may enter without oppoſition =—— 
© God forbid, that this ſcarecrow ſhould im- 
+ poſe filence upon, or ſeal up the mouths of 
any learned and worthy Clergymen, who ſhould 
© open them the wider for this combination,” &c. 
Lord Clarendin's Animadver/ions again Creſy, 
P. 12 14 
Here you have the ſentiments of a moſt wiſe 
and judicious layman; which, if they have a 
proper influence over you, muſt conquer this 
prejudice againſt the goſpel, muſt engage your 
regard to the miniſters of it, for their wort's 
fate, and incline you conſtantly and humbly to 
reſort to the aſſemblies of the faithful, and to 
receive the benefits, which are there commu- 
nicated. You are in no danger of beingiled 
into any ſuperſtitious errors by their means; 
while you have the Scriptures open in your hands, 
and are deſired to try their doctrines by this 
rule, and to reje every thing contrary to it. 
In this I earneſtly hope and deſire, * you 
will agree with, | | 


* 


Dear Sir, 
Your undoubted friend and ſervant. _ 
An 
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LETTER os. . 


Tub two next prejudices, which 1 10 

to conſider with me, are thoſe 
ariſing —— 2 "the ol preten ont to inſpirations 
and miracles, which have thrown a diſcredit on 
thoſe we lay a ftreſs upon ; and the abvſer of re- 
ligion, and even of the Chriſtian, to the pur» 
poſes of ſuperſtition and cruelty—It is a great 
part of our wiſdom and ſecurity in life to diſtin» 
guiſh between pretences and realities; and in 
no point more than in religion, That there 
have been notorious ſorgeries obtruded, and 
groſs corruptions practiſed, under the cover of 
&his ſacred name, cannot be denied, and is much 
to be lamented. But can you from hence con- 
clude, that theſe are to be charged to our reli- 
gion, which diſcountenances and forbids them 
all, under the higheſt penalties? If abuſes of 
things are to deſtroy our regard fof their real au- 
thority or uſe, where will this end? Reaſon 
muſt be at this rate diſcarded; ſo indeed, muſt 
every thing elſe, ' which is valuable. For all 
'theſe have been either through indiſeretion or 
fraud counterfeited or abuſed. 


On the contrary, theſe falſe lee un 
- abuſes are in ſome meaſure ' a proof and confir- 

mation of the reality and true uſe of Chriſtianity. 
= 3 one 
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one to lay a groundleſs claim to inſpiration and 
miracles as the knowlege, that there had been 
perſons favoured, with theſe, who had acrard- 
ingly obtained à juft elteem. in the world ? Bd 
not this been the caſe, it is hardly probable, 
that any conſiderable perſon would have attempt» 
ed to impoſe upon men in this reſpect, or have 
aimed at the like eſteem by methods, hich muſt 
then have appeated fo unlikely to ſucceed, being 
guite oppoſite to common experience, and re- 
ceiv'd- opinions. And if many pretences have 
been diſcovered and confuted, this is rather an 
argument, that, - where the ſtricteſt examination 
has been allowed, and no diſcovery of any falſe- 
hood made, the claim w co be r has 
and received, © 

The whole 2 which the view of falſe- 
hoods ſhould move you to, is to put you upon 
your guard, to make a proper enquiry and juſt 
Aiſtinction; but it muſt be very weak, as well 
as wrong, to reject, or even to diſlike, all other 

enden on account of theſe. This is not 
uſing your -reaſon, nor being determined by 
argument. When therefore long lifts of impoßtions 
are laid before you, you muſt not think the 
worſe of the claims of, our Lord and His 
apoſtles becauſe of them; but ſhould coniſi- 
der, whether theſe claims are not in ſome ma- 
terial ——__—— whe- 
the 


ther the ſame objections lye againſt them both, 
and the'one can be overthrown as eaſily as the 
others. If this ſhould not be the caſe, as you 
may eaſily be ſatisfied; it is not; you muſt re- 
ceive from hence no ill impreſſions againſt our re- 
ligion; nor involve this in the ſame condem- 
nation with ſuch cheats as deſerve it. 
Superſtitions indeed and perſecutions have too 
mueh plagued the chriſtian world, and thrown 
a diſgrace and odium on the chriſtian name, 
But this is entirely unmerited and unjuſtifiable, 
The Scriptures, far from encouraging, ſtrongly 
forbids every thing of this ſort; and therefore the 
conſequences drawn from ſuch follies and 
crimes to the diſadvantage of our faith, are 
only proofs of the inconſiderateneſs and ini- 
quity of mankind. And bad as the miſchiefs 
have been, which have proceeded from an un- 
warrantable and furious zeal ; they can by no 
means counterballance the infinite ſervice and 
advantage, which the world. has reaped from 
the publication of the Goſpel ; having been thus 
delivered, in proportion as this hath really pre- 
vailed, from many darbarous and cruel cuſtoms, 
as well as other ſins; from ignorance and error, 
in matters of the higheſt importance; from doubts 
and fears concerning our eternal ſtate, | 
Under the head of abuſes, I would alſo com- 
prize ſome exceffes of rigour, which weak and 
-injudicious men have taught; and which may 
G have 
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have lea you to condemn. our ' religion as in- 
conſiſtent with buſineſs and the good order of 
ſociety, and ſubverſive of the chearfut and in- 
nocent enjoyment of the common comforts, 
which God hath provided 'for us in life; in 
ſhort, as unreaſonable, if not impracticable in 
perſons formed and ſituated as we are—But 
theſe are very injurious repreſentations of chrj- 
ſtianity, which deſerves the quite contrary cha- 
racter, and tends to make us both uſeful and 
agreeable to ourſelves and each other. And 
you muſt be more weak, than the overſtrict 
patrons of ſuch exceſſes themſelves, if out of a 
diſlike of this extreme, you run into another, 
and much more fatal one. | 

And this leads me to another prejudice, which 


J fear has had a dangerous influence over your 


mind, v:z. that ariſing from the many diffe- 
rent parties and diſputes, which have abounded 
in matters of religion, and even among chri- 
ſtians themſelves. You perhaps have not been 
inclined to enter into theſe, perhaps have not been 
capable of judging between them. And therefore, 
as the ſhorteſt way of determining, have at 
once rejected them all, as equally falſe or un- 
important. 

But pray reflect, whether ſuch proceeding be 
not too raſh, and how it is poſſible for you to 
vindicate it ? Becauſe there have been, and are, 
ſome errors in the chriſtian world, will you 
| to 
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to avdid theſe go farther Rill in error? The di- 
viſions among chriſtians confirm the importance 
of chriſtianity. in general, which they are all 
agreed in maintaining. And this ſhews, how 
exceedingly ftrong that evidence mult be, which 
can convince ſo many perſons of ſo very dif. 
ferent ſentiments and turns of mind. Your bu- 
ſineſs therefore is, to enquire where the truth 
lies. And common chriſtians, who will apply 
properly to the Scriptures, which are open be- 
fore them, may with much leſs difficulty, than 
you may imagine, diſcern what is eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to their ſalvation, and attain a compe- 
tent ſatisfaction of mind as to the courſe they 
are to take. And indeed anv of them, what- 
ever communion they may join themſelves to, 
act far more rationally than yourſelf, who throw 
off your religion, becauſe all men are not of one 
mind about it. Tho' the journey is abſolutely 
neceſſary to be undertaken, and a little enquiry 
would prevent any dangerous miſtakes ; you ab- 
ſurdly refuſe to proceed at all, becauſe the tra- 
vellers are not every one of them agreed in the 
deſt and neareſt way. 

A perfect union among chriſtians is an hap- 
pineſs more to be wiſhed, than hoped for, in 
the preſent ſituation of things. And I beſeech 
you, as adeilt, to conſider, that there is no ſuck 
union of opinions among yourſelves. You diſagree 
in more points than one, of the very utmoſt mo- 
WT. G * ment. 
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ment, If you are joined in any thing, it is in 
a deſire and endeavour to demoliſh Chriſtianity. 
But even in that it is very certain, that you have 
uſed very different, nay quite oppoſite means 
to your end. The objections and ſchemes of 
your principal writers have been very various 
and contradictory. Some have given up what 
others have laid a great ſtreſs upon. So that, upon 
your preſent principle of rejecting what men dif- 
fer about, deiſm muſt alfo be rejected. And the 
atheiſts might retort upon you, and urge; there 
being ſo many differences between chriſtians and 
_ deiſts, and among deiſts themſelves, about re- 
ligion, there is an uncertainty in this matter; 

and therefore we will reject the whole. Unrea- 
fonable as this is, I cannot fee, but it is the 
very ſame prejudice with that, I have been ex- 
amining; which therefore I hope you will not 
ſuffer to have weight with you any longer. 

From the diſputes among chriſtians let us paſs 
to their wices, which may well be accounted 
another ſtumbling-block in your way. Theſe 
you may think a reproach, not only to us, 
which indeed they are, but to our holy calling 
itſelf: They may tempt you to ſuſpect the 
ſincerity of men's belief of it, or at leaſt, to 
think it not ſo uſeful and profitable to the worlds 
as has been pretended, 

Now, however guilty and culpable bad men 
are in giving you ſuch cauſe of offence, yet are 
5 you 
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you yourſelf free from guilt and blame in ſo 
unjuſtly taking it? The chriſtian religion, you 
cannot but own, ſtrictly forbids all fin and 
wickedneſs, and teaches all morality and vir- 
tue. How injurious then are you to it, when 
you overlook this its natural tendency, and diſ- 
honour it with the wicked lives of ſome of 
its profeſſiors! Can it be at all anſwerable for 
theſe ? Can the beſt prefcriptions or laws ſuffer 
in our opinion, or be thought unavailing, mere 
ly becauſe ſome men are too ſtubborn to follow: 
and obey them? Human liberty is not to- be- 
forced: And while it continues, there will be, 
who will make an ill uſe of it. Nor can any 
conſtitution of religion abſolutely and! entirely 
prevent this unhappineſs. 

Give me leave however to add, that if you 
will conſider the lives of too many of your own 
ſect, vou will find them---I would ſpeak very 
moderately—at leaſt as ſtrong, an argument a- 
gainſt deiſm, as ours are againſt chriſtianity ;- 
and farther, that you, and all tho'e, who have 
deen ſubverting and undermining the belief of 
this law, are the laſt men, who ſhould complain 
of the vices of the age, or make theſe an ob- 
jection againſt that belief. Becaufe ſuch. your 
endeavours muſt have much contributed to the 
increaſe of them, Whatever your intentions; 
were, this has been the dreadful conſequence ;- 
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and you cannot lay it too ſeriouſly to heart, 
By weakening 'the influence of chriſtian prin- 
ciples, and unſettling the minds of men, you 
and thoſe of your ſentiments, have ſet them 
free from all reſtraints of conſcience, and have 
made them impatient of thoſe of law ; you have 
opened the door to admit that deluge of profane- 
neſs, perjury, and all other vices, which threaten 
and diſturb our peace. Being taught to diſ- 
believe and deride chriſtianity and its awful 
ſanctions, they have naturally enough run into 
a total diſregard of all religion, and indulged 
their paſſions and luſts without bounds or mea- 
ſure, 

Is it fair then to raiſe an argument from hence 
againſt our religion? Or, to imagine it to be 
uſeleſs on this account; when nothing but the 
reſtoring its juſt power over the mind can ſuf- 
ficiently correct and put an end to theſe dif. 
orders? As well may you think civil, govern- 
ment unprofitable, becauſe there are notwith- 
ſtanding it ſeveral breaches of the peace, 

If you would view the genuine effects of our 
holy religion, you muſt look back to the firſt 
publication of it, when chriſtians could appeal 
to their lives ſor the truth and good fruits of 
their faith and love : You muſt examine and ad- 
mire the bleſſed influences of it, in the uniform 
and pious conduct, and in the noble and happy 
deaths, of numbers of good men, who have gone 

before 
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| before us. - Nay even in this degenerate age, 
God's Grace is not leſt without witneſs; but 
fill ſhines forth in very many of all ſtations, 
who go on, modeſtly and ſilently indeed, yet 
uniformly and exemplarily, in a conſcientious 
practice of their duty to God and man, and in 
an humble expectation of the Py. which is fee 
before them. And without all doubt, theſe 
ought to be conſidered as doing at leaft as great 
credit to chriſtianity, as the others can rele 
diſhonour upon it. 

You will do well to give all theſe particulary 
a juſt and impartial conſideration, and. believe 
me, | 


*87R a 0 
Your aſſured friend and ſervant. 


LETTER. 
Dear Sir, 


HERE remains yet a its or two 

to be conſidered, and which I ſhall take 

the freedom to lay before you with the ſame 
honeſt plainneſs I have hitherto uſed—We have 
reaſon to ſear, that many of your opinion are pre» 
judiced againſt our faith, ' becauſe you know, or 


have heardof, ſame porſonsof great parts aud _—_— 
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who have rejected and: deſpiſed it. The ex- 
amples of ſuperiors of every kind much contri- 
bute to faſhion the principles, as well as conduct, 
of their dependents and admirers, And if great 
men will ſet the lead in any thing wrong, mul- 
titudes will follow them, though to their own 
Juin. | 
This conſideration indeed ought to make men 
of high rank and great knowlege remarkably cau- 
tious, that they do not throw ſuch ſnares and 
temptations in the way of their inferiors, Hows» 
ever, if they will not be cautious, ſtill it is your 
buſineſs to take care of your ſelf, and to ſecure 
your own happineſy, Remember, that men of 
the greateſt genius, and the moſt ſhining talents, 
have often been guilty of proportionable impru- 
dences and extravagances, and have both rea- 
ſoned and ated very Ill with regard even to 
common affairs of life, You cannot but ſee g 
great difference between wit. and judgmeat ; be- 
_ tween good abilities, and a right application of 
them, And there is leſs reaſon for you to won- 
dier at this, when religion is the ſubjeR in queſ- 
tion; which the trifles and buſineſs of the world 
are apt to make perſons too inattentive to, and 
which luxury and pride, to which the greateſt 
are often ſubject, naturally indiſpoſe them from 
heartily embracing, 
You muſt not then be led away by any great 
ae And indeed, it will be peculiarly inex- 
cuſeable 
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cuſeable in you to ſubmit'to ſo groſs a deluſion; 
as you iffect to be always talking againſt being 
blinded by authority, and for uſing your reaſon. 
How abſurdly inconſiſtent is this pretence with 
this conduct? If you are to form your faith by 
example, the greateſt number of the greateſt 
names are undoubtedly on the ſide of chriſtianity, 
Whatever preſumption then ariſes from hence, 
is plainly in our favour, I could point out to 
you ſeveral perſons of the beſt ranks and talents, 
who have honourably diſtinguiſhed themſelves, 
as the friends of chriſtianity z who could have 
no worldiy intereſt to byaſs them, and who 
muſt be allowed to be as capable of judging, as 
any, that can be mentioned Were I] only to 
mention the names, among very many others, 
of a few of our own countrymen, Raleigh, Bacon, 

Boyle, Locke, Newton, I, and Lyttelton; and 
of Puffindorf and Gretius abroad; I might chal» 
lenge you to produce any liſt of unbelievers, fit 
to be put in competition with theſe——But I 
would rather put you upon enquiring for your 
ſelf, according to the beſt of your capacity, 
And when once you are convinced, that the 
goſpel is the revelation of God to promote the 
comfort and happineſs of men; the examples 
of your ſellow- creatures, who deſpiſe it, how 
many, or how eminent ſoever, will ſurely have 
as little influence as they deſerve, Your regard 


to truth, to duty, to gratitude, to your higheſt 
_ felicity, 
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felicity, mull hers. prevail, and make you 7 
far from being aſhamed of adhering to this 
religion, that you will ever glory in profeſſing 
and defending it, and manifeſt your reſolution 
and zeal to be equal to the induſtry and ma- 
lice of its oppoſer s. 

Laſtly, there is one prejudice more, too firong 
to be omitted, and this is victous inclination. 
Be not alarmed, I am not going to indulge 
any uncandid cenſures: They would be un- 
chriſtian—However, i in general it is certain, that 
a heart in any reſpect bad muſt have a moſt 
_ pernicious influence over our enquiries and de- 
terminations in matters of religion, This our 
Saviour obſerved, and all experience has but 
too well confirmed His remark — Men loved dark« 

neſt rather than light, becauſe their deeds were evil, 
And can it be any furprize, that wicked men 
ſhould be backward to recelve n law, which fo 
ſtrongly condemns their wickedneſs j or to come 
to the light, which mortifies them with the 
view of thelr deformity, and terrifies them with 
the thoughts of their danger and puniſhment ? 
Chriſtianity is an enemy to all fin : Hence men, 
who would enjoy any fin without remorſe or 
eontroul of conſcience, muſt ſome way or other 
ſilence and ſtupify this troubleſome companion: 
And as there is no way ſo effectual, as by bring» 
ing our minds to a diſbelief of chriſtianity, they 
at we would attempt even this: And though 
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the mind may. not immediately acquieſce, 
but ſometimes remonſtrate and recoil, yet di- 


verſions, drinking, and above all profane books, 
and the company of ſcorners will in time get 
the better of every good principle, and make them 
triumph in an imaginary quiet and ſecurity, And 
hence, as the age becomes more and more cor- 
rupted, it becomes more ſuſceptible of theſe ill 
infuſions; and many, you cannot but ſee, not 
ſtopping at deiſm, wax worſe and worſe, and 
daily increaſe in all ungodlineſs, 

Thus vice and ill principles are naturally the 
cauſes and effects of each other. And let me 


now intreat you, to enter deeply into your own. 
heart, and to examine fairly yourſelf, whether 


it was not an indulged paſſion, a latent affec- 
tion for ſomething forbidden, which indiſpoſed 
you at firſt to weigh the evidences of the goſpel, 
and gave the objections againſt It a powerful pre- 
poſſeſlon—whether you do not ſtlll fear Inter- 
ruptlon in ſome favourite perſult, or great dlſ- 
comfort of mind on account of It, by attending 
ſeriouſly to the truths, which our Saviour and 


His Apoſtles brought to light—whether the hav» 


ing been long uſed to deſpiſe God's authority 
in their practice does not prepare the way to 
men's queſtioning and rejecting it in ſpeculation 
too— And whether there is not a plain con- 
nection between . 1 


A youth of vices, an old age of doubts P 7 
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1 you can acquit your ſelf from groſſer 
luſts, then pray go on to conſider, whether no 
' undue pride and vanity rules in your heart; and 
whether you have not ſuffered your ſelf to be 
miſled by a love of ſingularity and novelty, and 
a deſire to be thought more knowing than the 
reſt of the world, to ſtrike out of the common 
track, and to appear as an head or leader of a 
party z or whether the pride of not admitting 
what you cannot thoroughly comprehend or clear 
from all difficulties, or of not owing your know- 
lege to the inſtructions, or your ſalvation to 
the merits, of another, may not have induced 
you to revolt from the chriſtian faith, Theſe 
are dangerous temptations : And yet complying 
with them is ſo far from excuſing your infidelity, 
that it much aggravates it; the temper being 
itſelf vicious, and contrary to that ſpirit of hu- 
mility, which the goſpel enjeyns. 
If you ſhould find any thing of this nature, 
at the bottom of your doubts or unbelief; you 
muſt think this alone ſufficient to incline you 
to lay them aſide, For can any effefts be juſ- 
tifiable, which take their riſe from cauſes ſo very 
corrupt ?—And on the other hand, you muſt, 
in order to recover your true peace of mind, and 
the free uſe of your judgment, be very care- 
ful to diſcard theſe roots of bitterneſs; to wean 
your heart from the love of vice; to ſubdue all 


Pride and vanity of ſpirit; and to put your ſaul 
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tn ſuch a tondition, that you can conſider the 
great doctrines of chriſtianity without diſcom- 
fort und terror, and look forwards to a future 
| Nate with hope and joy. The evidences of the 
| would then ſoon appear to you in a very 
different-light: And you would ſoon feel the 
happy conſequences of your change of ſentiments 
and behaviour, and be abundantly repaid for any 
reluance or difficulty, which may attend the 
making Nv 
And let me add, no one would more fincerely 
rejoice at ſuch « bleſſed converſion, than 


Sir, 


Tour true and obedient ſervant, 
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LETTER XI 


Have now finiſhed the chief part of the 
taſk, which I ſet my ſelf, Indulge me, my 
friend, in reading one letter more, and I have done, 
* Having ſhewn you, how perfectly reaſonable, 
deſirable, and true, our religion is; and having 
obviated the chief of thoſe prejudices, which 
have led you to reject it; I may hope, that you 
will attend to a ſhort and ſerious expoſtulation, 
and ſhall therefore conclude theſe addreſſes with 
nag. before you the folly, and gilt and dax- 
ter, of | Your preſent ſtate,  * 
H And 
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And · firſt, how is this reconcileable with com- 
mon wiſdom and diſeretion ? He that follows 
his reaſon, muſt embrace chriſtianity z though 
he knew nothing of it before, How very unreas 
ſonable then muſt it be. in you- to apoſtatiſe 
from an inftitution. ſo well contrived, and fo 
fully proved? How unworthy is it. of your 
nature thus to chuſe darkneſs rather- than 
light'? -— And for what end do you this? 
The belief of our religion, you have ſeeny 
tends to compoſe and ſettle the mind; Here 
are all thoſe truths diſcovered, without'the know- 
lege of which life cannot well be thought deſir- 
able, Here we are taught the end of our be- 
ing, plainly ſee our duty and buſineſs before us, 
and are encouraged to undertake it by the aſſu- 
rance of a ſufficient- ranſom paid for our- ſins, 
and by the promiſes of ſufficient aſſiſtance here, 
and of an immortal inheritance of glory to crown 
the whole. Surely theſe are the higheſt privi- 
jeges of our nature; and it muſt be great want 
of wiſdom to ſuffer yourſelf to be deprived 
of them, Were they [ef certain than they are, 
they are of ſuch infinite conſequence to our 
peace, that we ſhould be extremely loth to * 
with them. 

Pray remember, that your caſe muſt on all 
accounts be deplorable. You muſt be, conſci- 
ous of the infirmities of your nature, the Hrength 
of your paſſions, and the many enemies and 

| tempta- 
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temptations you are continually beſet with, But, 
if you withdraw your dependance on God's grace 


teached out in the goſpel, what ſufficient ſuc» 


cour and defence have you to rely upon ? You 
muſt be always ſenſible, that you fall ſhort of 
your duty to your Creator, and ſometimes find 
yourſelf guilty of wilful tranſgreſſions and ſins 


againſt Him, Your conſcience here will riſe 


up in judgment with you, and will ſeverely up- 
braid and terriſy you with the fearful expecta - 
tlons of His anger and puniſhment. But how 
will you be ever able to avert this, or to regain 


| His favour ? Neither your imperfect prayers nor 


repentances can have the leaſt merit, nor re- 
deem what is paſt, nor conſequently give you 
certain hopes of pardon. And without theſe, ei- 
ther preſumptidn or deſpair myſt be the horrid 
conſequence,---You cannot, if you allow your 
ſelf to think at all, but be ſenfible, how ſhort 
and uncertain your continuance here is; that you 
are every moment decaying, and liable in the 
midſt of the greateſt health and ſtrength, to ten 
thouſand fatal accidents and diſtempers. And 
can you in theſe circumſtances be eafy at the 
thoughts, much more at che near approach, of 
death, without ſome ſecure and certain proſpe&t 
of a better intereſt hereafter ? And can you with- 


out a full aſſurance of forgiveneſs entertain ſuch a 


FN of a _— ? Where en! is your com- 
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fort, when extinction, if not e muſt 
be your dreaded portion? 

Thus manifeſt is your imprudence, in long 
the advantage of ſo many noble hopes, and ex- 
poſing your mind to ſuch diſcruciating doubt and 
ſuſpence in things of the very laſt moment, But 
farther, it is moſt probable, that you will not 
always be free from doubts, whether chriſtianity 
is not true, The proofs of it are ſo very ſtrong 
and ſtriking, that I am perſuaded they muſt at 
firſt be reſiſted with violence, and afterwards 
may more eaſily be diſregarded, than diſbelieved, 
That Chriſt did not work miracles, did not 
deliver a pure and perfect law as from heaven, 
did not dye on the croſs, and riſe again, are 
ſuch negatives, as can never be proved ; and 
therefore you can never be ſatisfied, that His re- 
ligion is falſe. And hence you muſt be ſubject 
to miſgivings and ſcruples, and be ſometimes 
condemned by your own mind, 

And all the preſent benefit of your ſcheme, 
which I can perceive, is a ſmall ſhort reſt and 
tranquillity in the commiſſion of fin. But is this 
any way equivalent to the loſs of thoſe glorious 
expectations and ſupports, which I have men- 
tioned? Is it wiſdom, is it not the moſt ag- 
gravated folly, to forfeit theſe, for the ſake of 
the tranſitory, mixed, low, and debaſing plen- 
ſures, which vice can yield? Only reflect, that 
you ſoon muſt dye; that ſhould you live a few 
years 


* 

years longer, yet age and wenkneſs will force you 
from theſe ſatlifactions. Do this, and you muſt 
begin to look upon them in the ſame light, in 
which you will then conſider them. In a word, 
yours is a ſcheme only for a'few years of high 
health and good ſpirits at moſt, And if you 
will perſiſt in it, you muſt dye either fatally 
Hardened and ſtupid, or in intolerable remorſe 
diſappointment and defpair, While a chriſtian's 
faith prepares him gradually for this great event, 
fortiſies his foul againſt any terrors of it, ſmooths 
the bed of ſickneſs, lightens the burdens of age, 
and makes his hopes of immortality more warm 
and lively, the nearer he approaches to it, And 
now judge for yourſelf, which portion in wiſdom 
you ought to chuſe. 

But the fly of your ſcheme will be ſtill plain- 
er, if you will alſo ſeriouſly confider the guilt 
of it, And this is very various and complicated. 
You thus deſpiſe God's revelation, and reject 
His gracious counſel againſt yourſelf. Nay you 
not only flight His authority, but moſt ungrate- 
fully refuſe the offer of His higheſt mercies, 
You break the moſt ſolemn vows, which were 
made in your name at baptiſm, and which you 
probably have ſince taken upon your ſelf. And 
to mention no more, you act injuriouſly to the 
reſt of the world in unſettling and perplexing 
— the ignorant and unſtable, and in 

df weak- 
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- , weakening the force of the great ſanctions of the 


goſpel; undermining, whether you deſign it or 
not, the beſt foundations and ſecurities of mo- 
rality and virtue, and thus increaſing the number 
of debaucheries, vices, confuſions, and miſeries 
among us. 

MIS 8 of mis has been laid before you. 
And how then can you think your infidelity to 
be a light or trifling thing? Or, how indeed 
can you be eaſy, while you are thus offering 
contempt to God, oppoſing and defeating His 
glorious and kindeſt deſigns, and diſturbing the - 
world? Accordingly, the Scriptures, ſuppoſing 
the truth of the goſpel, and ſuppoſing likewiſe, 
that there muſt be ſome wrong byaſs to incline 


. men to diſbelieve it, have made our faith one 


condition of our ſalvation, and inſiſted on this 
under the very higheſt penaltiess Heu ſhall 
| woe eſcape if we negle& fo great ſalvation ?--= Hes, 
that is aſhamed f Me in this adultercus and ſinful 
generation, of him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, 
ubin He cometh in the glory of His Father with 
His holy angels.--- He, that believeth not, Pall be 
Ramned. e 
Can you read theſe ſentences without trem- 
bling? O lay them ſeriouſly to heart ; prevent 
the deſtruction which is before you; confeſs 
your paſt ſtubbornneſs in oppoſing the light of 


the goſpel ; and beg pardon of God, whom you 
| 2 have 
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have ſo highly provok d. Otherwiſe, how great 
is your danger? You thus bind your fins fuſt 
about you, and are in more deſperate eircum- 
ſtances, than other ſinners. While good prin- 
eiples remain in the mind, however they may 
-loſe their influence for a time, they may, and 
frequently do, bring about repentance and re- 
formation at laſt. But, when the ſeeds of chri- 
ſtianity are rooted out, what hope can there 
be of the recovery of a wicked perſon? Or what 
aſſurance of pardon, without a firm truſt in 
our Mediator, through Whom Alone we have 
any promiſes of it made us? In the preſent ſtate 
of ſpiritual ſickneſs and weakneſs, which you 
and all in ſome meaſure feel, no longer then 
deſpiſe That Great Phyſician of _ who _ 
has power to heal you, 

Chriſtianity then being ſo truly worthy of al 
belief and acceptation, let me defire you in the 
moſt affectionate manner to correct and lay aſide 
your prejudices againſt it, whatever they be, 
and ever to hold faſt the profeſſion of it with- 
out doubt or wavering. Let no falſe ſhame 
continue you in error: Let no ridicule or con- 
tempt, which you may apprehend or fear from 
your old companions on account of your * 
deter you from this good reſolution and happy 


courſe: Let no diſgrace, which can happen to our 
religion in this * make you decline aſſerting 
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and confefling it. You fbi :4naw : the truth, 
and the truth ſhall mate you free from allo uch 
falſe ſhame and fear. Be earneſt in prayer to 
God Almighty, for this is a duty ef natural 
religion, that He would enlighten your | under- 
ſtanding, and direct your judgment, to the dif(- 
covery and acknowlegement of His ſacred truth. 
And when once broke looſe from the chains of 
error, and convinced and converted your ſelf, ſtudy 
alſo, to reprove, exhort, bring over, and frength- 
en thoſe, who have been your brethren in unbelief. 
Endeavour by all means to make them alſo par- 
takers of the ſame happineſs. Or, if you ſhould 
fail of doing this, when you have no farther rea- 
ſonable proſpect of | ſerving them in this higheſt, 
manner; ſecure at leaſt your own good purpoſes, 
and avoid all ſuch company and converſation, 
as may in the infancy of them be more parti- 
cularly likely to endanger them. This caution 
you owe to your own foul; as without it, 
'tis not probable, that you ſhould long be able 
to maintain your ſtedfaſtneſs, 

And now, may God Almighty, who has put 
it into my heart to apply thele very ſerious 
conſiderations and advices you for your eter» 
nal benefit, give you grace to attend duly to 
them, iraprint them ſtrongly in your heart and 
memory, and bring into the way of truth, you, and 
all fuck, as bave erred and are deceived---May 
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fe grant chi, to His own honour and Win 
and to our common comfort and ſalvation, thro? | 
-; Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


This is the fervent prayer of, 


Your ſincere well-wiſher 


and ſervant, 


| 
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